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Publisher's Foreword

You are holding in your hand a devotional commentary. It is written with the conviction that the word of God is powerful to transform us. And that the way in which it is given is an important part of its power to transform. And so Joseph Carlson works through the first and second letter of the Apostle Peter, explaining and applying it as he goes.



It is designed to be worked through over the course of 90 days, with one reading for every day. Each entry is small enough to be finished easily and quickly, but is also deep enough to be meditated upon and remembered throughout the day. I trust that you will find it a blessing.



Jason Farley

Jovial Press

 













Introduction

It will very quickly become clear that 90 Days with Peter is not a comprehensive theological or exegetical commentary. I do not wish to deceive you. Much more can be and has been written. Finer minds and deeper hearts have filled bookshelves on these two letters, and I would encourage you to search out those far more worthy reads. The epistles of Peter are too important, too relevant to our own day, too powerful in their persuasive treatments of the Gospel and nature of Grace, to let this small volume suffice. Rather I pray these brief reflections would simply whet your appetite for more.

These reflections, or “moorings”, were originally drafted for the back of our Sunday morning bulletin as encouragements to our congregation. They are pastoral asides, not pretending to be more than they are, written with the sole hope of blessing and encouraging the saints by pointing them to Jesus.  

Simple piety and devotion are my goal in this small work. I am not breaking new ground, nor do I offer thoughts many have not already offered before. If these readings help to fix your mind on Jesus, stoke your thoughts into reflection throughout the day, or at the very least, remind you that as a Christian, you are the child of God, saved by grace, they will have done their job.

The format is straightforward. Each reflection is crafted as a reflection on the main theme of the daily reading. Because of the constraints of space and time, and my own qualifications, not every theme in these two epistles is touched on. Nor is every place where a more nuanced understanding would be helpful clearly defined or qualified. Again, this small volume does not pretend to be a fully comprehensive work, covering all the different avenues from which one could approach 1 and 2 Peter. I have tried to remain contextually accurate as much as possible, though each reflection is intended to communicate a single and complete thought. With that, I will leave you. I pray your time meditating with me on these important letters will be both a blessing and a source of deep encouragement. The Lord be with you.

















PART ONE

First Peter













Chapter 1



1:1-2

1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 



You, Christian, belong to a chosen nation, set apart as a special and privileged people, called to live in exile for a season before you are called home. And the place of your exile is plagued by sin and rebellion. Creation itself cries out, longing to be made new. Peter's constant theme throughout this letter is a call to patience and long-suffering in the face of hardship and persecution. But do not fear: a hope remains, a reason for patience, grounds for long-suffering without despair. You worship a Triune God who has placed Himself in the gap. You stand on the edge of a cliff, overlooking the gulf of your own sin and rebellion, unable to achieve joy in the ragged clothes of your disgrace. But by the love of the Father, the cleansing of the Spirit, through whom your sins are sponged away, you are placed in the person of Jesus Christ. He has become your center, your very home. It is in Christ that you find who you were meant to be. For obedience to Jesus you were created, and re-created, through the sprinkling of His blood. To achieve what you could not, the Triune Glory stooped. The Most High has come down and placed His infinitude in the abyss, He alone able to fill it. Therefore, as you encounter the various trials this fallen world will bring, you do so borne on the shoulders of your Savior. Grace and Peace has given you passage to the other side. This world is that journey - a journey in pursuit of joy - the very journey that will bring you home.



1:3-5

1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.



Christian, you confess faith in a God who died. Furthermore, you confess that this God, rich in mercy, brought you into the grave with Himself. Re-wombed in the earth, your old nature was put to rest. The old man has died, and the New Man, Jesus Christ has come, like the rising of the sun. In Him you are reborn, and given a new and living hope. Hope is not as moderns define it: a weak and atrophied wishful thinking. Hope has thick muscles - strong legs and arms that grapple with the doubts of the flesh, and wins. Your hope is strong. Because of the resurrection, you have been given the strong hope of an inheritance that will not rust; it will not be spoiled or damaged; it will not fade with time. It simply awaits your earthly death, that one-way journey to glory. By God's power you are being kept for that day when final and complete salvation will be revealed. Your personal faith surely bears witness to this, but Peter also is referring to the Father's faithfulness to His own word. For herein is the basis of our hope: God keeps His promises. If He didn't, He would cease to be God. But He is true to His word, and so you can rest. Therefore, Christian, rest; rest knowing that complete and final salvation, of which you have tasted the first fruit, lies ahead. This hope is yours in Jesus: hope in the life ahead; hope in your own empty tomb.



1:6-7

1:6-7 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith-more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire-may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.



You believe in a God who is precise and unerring in judgment. As a goldsmith watches the fire with a careful and loving eye, waiting for the molten gold to reach the perfect temperature for purification, so your God watches over you. To Him you are more precious than silver and gold, but you must be honed in the same way. Like silver and gold you come to the great Goldsmith with impurities and defilements. Your faith is mixed with doubt, and your freedom with anxiety. God would have you be free from doubt, He would have you know peace. And so you at times you will feel the heat of the Refiner's fire. Suffering and hardships bring clearly into focus that which is impure. And when it does the dross of sin cannot help but rise to the surface. Therefore rejoice! For you know you are being purified for a reason: so that the "genuineness of your faith" might be proved and made perfect. For you are being fitted together, one with another, so that you may be the "revelation of Jesus Christ." Surely He will come again. But just as surely, you are being fashioned here and now to reflect the very image of the Son, bright and shining as He is, so that the world may see and awe. This is where your trials lead you. This is the hope you have in suffering: that those watching will see Jesus in your tears; that they will see the end of them just as you will. Therefore, when that day comes, give praise and honor and glory to Him whose own tears brought salvation to the world.



1:8-9

1:8-9 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.



Christian, you believe in a God you cannot see - but not because He cannot be seen. God has made Himself visible to human eyes. The reason you cannot see Him is that He is no longer here. This visible, tangible God has ascended to Earth's capitol city: Heaven. There He sits enthroned, ruling the nations of men. However, the lack of visibility should be no hinderance to your love for Jesus. For you have seen what He has done for you. You have witnessed His Spirit alive and at work in your life and in the lives of the saints surrounding you. Though you have been grieved by various trials, though you have endured the heat of the Refiner's fire, you rejoice with inexpressible joy - for you know with certainty that you have obtained the outcome of your faith. This joy is from Jesus; this joy is Jesus. Like Jesus, it is both visible and tangible. You see it in the faces of brothers and sisters. You taste it in feasts, in the wine and fat things of the Lord. You hear it in the songs of the saints, and the prayers of His people. It is the weight of this joy that fills your senses and confirms your faith. For faith does not come to us ready-tested. Faith comes in need of a whetstone. This life, full of trials and hardships is that stone, sharpening and perfecting faith's edge. But through it all you cling to the One you cannot see. You lift up the name of Jesus, for He is your banner. He is your battle cry. In both tears and song, love your Lord, for He is your joy.



1:10-11

1:10-11 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories.




You serve a literary God. You serve a God who has the highest command of language, for His words take shape and live. His stories link bone to sinew, and raise men up out of dust. In His book you will find a perfectly fashioned story, complete with foreshadow and allusion, rising action, character development, climax and denouement. Throughout the law and prophets the Spirit of Christ hovers as He did above the dark waters of creation. The theme of the Christ, the very Word Himself, is introduced, developed, reshaped, taken up by different voices and finally brought through a deafening crescendo to a point of utter and complete resolution. Like a many-voiced fugue, the Spirit orchestrates all history to point to Jesus. He is the hinge on which the whole story turns. And what is His story? What was that theme? Death first, then life. Suffering followed by glory. The mountains are brought low and the valleys are raised up. Humility leads to honor. Why would your story be different? Why would the Spirit give you a different theme? It is the best of all themes because it is the one He gives Himself. Therefore, when you cry out with Jeremiah in the pit, when you struggle in the darkness with Heman, you know where the story is going. Even when you sin with Jonah, and run away, you know God will follow and bring blessings in His wake. Therefore be of good cheer Christian. The grace that was to be yours has come. It has not passed you by.



1:12-13

1:12-13 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.



Christian, you believe that the Gospel is good news. It is indeed the best news that Jesus has come. God has united Himself to Man. The prophets were eager for this day as they spoke of it in olden times. Abraham saw you in the sand and in the stars. Moses saw your home in the promised land of Christ. They gave of themselves for you, so that you might know and read God’s story from its opening pages. It begins before the dawn of time - a tale of love and abundance, mercy and adoption. From Eden to Gethsemane to Golgotha, it has been the story of the triumph of the Son: the dragon slain, the bride rescued from prison, the victory won. It is a story of grace so marvelous, so stupendous, so ridiculously beautiful that angels long to understand the theme. Angels, so close to God Himself, so completely engulfed in the glory of the Most High, yearn to know the story of your salvation. You, Christian, occupy the hopes and dreams of angels. They read your story, and rejoice. Can you but wonder at this? But what is to be your response? Pride? No. Peter commands you to get your head straight for action. With a sober mind, set your hope fully on Jesus, and prepare to be used by the Spirit to be the body of Christ in this world. But this is not just a thinking game. This requires active obedience and trust, toil and sweat, tears and laughter. You must take up your own story and serve not yourself, but those around you and those to come. For through you, just as with the saints and prophets of old, Christ is being revealed to the nations.



1:14-16

1:14-16 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."



Christian, how can you who died to sin, still live in it? How can you Christian, united to the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus as you are, transferred from the domain of darkness to the kingdom of everlasting light as you have been, continue to walk in the dark night of your former blindness? The sun has risen. You stand, basking in the early morning light of righteousness. Your former life, your former ignorance lies behind you, buried in a tomb, the stone of which has been rolled away.  Christian, you have been forgiven and cleansed of all your sin, but not solely for your own benefit. You have been saved, but salvation is not simply a new hat that is worn externally for all to see. Salvation is vocation. Salvation is your new calling. You have not earned this, nor can you keep it through continual striving. It is ever and eternally the free gift of God. But it is a call to gratitude, a call to obedience. It is a call to be holy as your Father in Heaven is holy. Perhaps that statement overwhelms you. Perhaps you see the righteousness of Jesus as a mountain you could never climb, a precipice so steep it is impossible to scale. And you would be right. The problem is perspective. You do not stand at the bottom looking up. In Jesus you have been placed at the top. In Jesus you have scaled the heights already. In Jesus you rest on top of the rock that is higher than you. Therefore, live; live obediently in the freedom and victory that has been given to you.



1:17-19

1:17-19 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.



Christian, you call upon the Most High as Father, for so He has revealed Himself to be. You have been ransomed by the imperishable blood of Jesus, through whom you have received the Spirit of adoption as children. And if you were ransomed by that which is imperishable, the reconciliation cannot be undone, for God will be proved true and faithful to His Word. Therefore, you have finally and without fear of condemnation been purchased by the blood of Christ. You belong to Him. As His child you are called to live your life of exile in this world, not as a stranger passing through, but as a citizen of Heaven, colonizing the hinterlands. The ways of the world are futile; they do not bear fruit. But your God would have His creation be cultivated again. The creation mandate remains for those who would obey His word: Be fruitful and multiply and fill the Earth. Therefore conduct yourself with fear, not afraid of the Father, but in reverence and in awe of His kindness. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and in this wisdom you are to be fruitful, establishing the culture of the kingdom here and now, in this world and in these towns. There will be a final reckoning. There will be a final day of judgment, when the Lord descends in glory and removes the tares from the fields of wheat. But your God has called you to be busy planting seeds, to cover the Earth with His fruit, to make ready the world for the harvest.



1:20-21

1:20-21 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.



You are the child of an eternally triune God. Before the foundation of the world, He is: Father, eternally begetting; Son, eternally begotten; Spirit, the eternal atmosphere of love and gift. For thousands of years your God veiled Himself in cloud and smoke, revealing a mediated glory to only a handful of men. Through the law and prophets, through the mediation of words, His people knew Him in part. But now, Peter says, in the last days of the Old Testament world, for your sake Christian, He revealed Himself fully. The Word Himself came down from Heaven. That which is immense and infinite gathered to Himself a body of particular shape and size. In Jesus, the infinite, eternal God lived among mankind. This Jesus bled blood and faced death. This Jesus was given victory over the grave, and gloried in His triumph. In the same swift motion He united Himself to you, so that your own grave as well would lie abandoned. This was done so that your faith and your hope would be in God. And truly, where else would faith and hope live? Who is like unto the Lord your God, who dwells on high? In what other city is there refuge? This God has conquered death. In what other king is there mercy and hope? This Jesus loves you. This Jesus has given Himself for you. Of course there is nothing in you to love. Of course you do not deserve it. But He loves you nonetheless. I repeat: none the less. Therefore trust Him; put your hope in Him. Let His love teach you to love Him in return.



1:22-25

1:22-25 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for "All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever." And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 



Christian, you have been born again. This second birth was the planting of an imperishable seed within you, in the fresh soil of a new heart. This life, this new seed is the Word of God: Jesus, who remains as Lord forevermore. This Jesus, having Himself been raised from the dead, has conquered death, and has placed that death under His feet. Your own death is there as well, vanquished, holding no power over you. By the Spirit of Life you have been born afresh, brought back into the fold of the Father. Now you live a life of obedience, not out of a spirit of fear, but from a spirit of love and gratitude. This grateful obedience purifies your soul; it cleans the inside of your cup. But you do not wash a cup to keep it on the shelf. A clean cup is offered to others, to use and to bless. Your soul, Christian, your strength, your mind, and your heart have been cleansed and purified. This has been accomplished so that you might love your neighbor sincerely, with all that you are. The imperishable life of Jesus has taken root inside you; the love He has shown you is working its way through your head and your hands. It means to push through to the world outside through every action and attitude. This is your daily cross. But it is also your daily empty tomb. For the love you show reflects the love you were shown: love that brought life to the dead, fruit to the barren, and obedience to the heart of stone.













Chapter 2



2:1

2:1 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.



You trust in the life of the New Man, who is Jesus. In His likeness you have been made afresh. By necessity, taking one side of the coin with the other, you trust also in the death of the Old Man Adam, in whose likeness you were once a slave to sin. Wrapped up in this death, which Jesus accomplished on the cross, is the slow, on-going putting to death of your own flesh. Because the Old Man has died, your flesh is no longer intrinsically bound to you. It has become something separate from your nature, like a garment, or the dead molt of a bird. By the power of the Spirit within you, as you would take off a jacket, and hang it in the closet, you can and must put away the garments of malice and deceit. Envy no longer has a place on your person; slander no longer fits on your frame. How can you continue to wear them? Shed the feathers of hypocrisy as you leave the winter of death behind you. What lies do they tell of spring? You have died with the New Man. You were buried with Him in baptism. You have descended into the grave, borne by the everlasting arms of Jesus. You have risen to new life. And this life you no longer live, but it is Jesus living in and through you. You see now how the garments of the old life do not fit on the Man who lives. What have grave clothes to do with the living?



2:2-3

2:2-3 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.



As a Christian, you long for the pure mother's milk of the Word. This milk makes your spiritual bones strong. As you grow up into salvation, into a mature and full-grown faith, you find it gives you the stomach to digest the solid food of Truth. Therefore, dine with Jesus, and often. He is both your host and your supper. He is both at the head of the table, and on your plate. It is His life you feast on; and as you eat you join your life to His. Being infinite in nature, a world full of Christians partaking of Christ could never exhaust the life that He has set aside for you. You have seen and you have tasted. Indeed, the Lord is good. This stands in stark contrast to the preceding verse. Malice and deceit have no place at the table. Compared to the rich food of life, envy and slander are ashes and dust in the mouth. As a child of the King this side of glory, you see within yourself warring appetites. You feel the attraction of dust and ashes, though you know they cannot satisfy. Hypocrisy tries to enjoy both meals at the same time, but it cannot be done. For a continual feast of ashes turns everything beautiful and good to dust. Having tasted life, you must chose life moving forward. Having dined with Jesus you must show up at His table. The good news is that Jesus Himself is at work within you, willing you on, and bringing you home to dinner. Again, the charge is this: dine with Jesus.



2:4-6

2:4-6 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 



As a Christian, you are a little peter. Simon was renamed Peter by the Lord to signify that on the rock of his testimony (that Jesus is the Christ) the Church would be built. Here, in these verses, Peter transfers his God-given name to all who believe. You too are a rock, a living stone; you too bear the testimony of Peter. You too are rejected by the world, even as your Chief Cornerstone was. But the work of the Church will succeed. The edifice will be raised throughout the ages with every stone in its place. Even now it stands glorious and unfading, though incomplete. This Church, this New Jerusalem, stands as a balm for the nations. When you raise your hands to the Most high, a beacon is lit for the weary traveler. Through the living sacrifice of your life, you bring the world to the foot of the cross. You belong to the priesthood of God, holy, and consecrated for this work. In the midst of the nations you stand, offering salvation and hope in the public square, mirroring in your actions the great love of Jesus. By your obedience you prove for all to see that those who trust in the Lord will not be put to shame. Those who believe in the precious Stone, will not be put to shame - for Christ, the Cornerstone, lives. This testimony is sure, and your purpose is clear. God has made even the very stones to cry out for all to hear, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God!"



2:7-8

2:7-8 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone," and "A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 



You confess faith in a God who has polarized the world. When Jesus was born of a woman, the world was cast into one of two camps. You who have been given faith by the grace of God have been given honor also, for you have trusted the Rock of Offense, and have not been put to shame. You have been broken upon it, and in that death, you have been made whole. It is the paradox of Faith. The way up is down; life springs from grave; the Maker of all things washes the feet of His creation. You are a lowly and humble people, glorified and made to stand before the Most High. But in becoming like Christ, being refashioned in His image, we too become a rock of offense, and a stone of stumbling. Do our lives give off the same aroma that Jesus’ did? The same polarizing effect that incited the crowds to pick up rocks and end the life of our Lord? Are we willing to speak truth, even when that truth will mean broken relationships and scornful laughter? Again, it is the paradox of Faith. Walking along these low roads is the only path to life and glory. But be of good cheer, Christian. The way of Faith is the means by which you were broken and made whole. It is the means by which the world too will come to know life. So leave the fruit of your offense in the hands of your Savior. Trust Him to use your scorned testimony. For with man, nothing is possible. But with God, all things are.



2:9-10

2:9-10 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.



From the beginning of time, it has been God's purpose to establish for Himself a people here on Earth. This race, this nation, this royal priesthood would stand between God and the whole of Creation. Bringing acceptable sacrifices of praise to the altar of God's holiness, this nation would receive with thanksgiving the blessing and gift of His grace. The Gospel of this grace would then be taken to the hinterlands, to the ends of the Earth, for the life of the world. As a Christian, you are part of this holy nation. You are saved as an individual, but you are saved into a people for God's own possession, into a chosen race. As part God's people here on Earth, you, Christian, stand between God and the world. You bring the living sacrifice of your life to the altar of His holiness. At this altar you die, daily, laying down your life, being filled with the Spirit of righteousness. This righteousness you take to the nations; this life you bring to the world; this Gospel you bear for all people. For you were once a child of the hinterlands. You were once under the wrath of God. In Christ, folded into the life and love of the Trinity, you have now received mercy. You now shine as a beacon of this mercy, inviting the nations to join your nation, the peoples to join your people. With the very fabric of your life you proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you, the One who has given His own life for the life of the world.



2:11-12

2:11-12 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.




Christian, you are a people dispersed in exile. Though your citizenship is in Heaven, you live in the enemy-occupied territory of Earth. But this is what it means to be human. The first Adam was put in the middled of an uncivilized world, with the task of taking God's presence to the ends of the Earth. As a child of the second Adam, you too are placed in the middle of a world that needs the light pushed into the corners. And as you take root in your exile, as you build homes and plant gardens, as you raise up children in the fear of the Lord, you are colonizing the hinterlands. As a citizen of Heaven, you are bringing your home town culture to Earth. You do this by taking wives and husbands, by being fruitful and multiplying, by seeking the welfare of your town. In light of the Resurrection, what better welfare can be offered besides the Gospel of Jesus? This indeed is your call: to establish Kingdom light throughout the nations, making them ready for the return of the King. Thy Kingdom come to Earth, Thy will be done on Earth... as it is in Heaven. Therefore, Christian, live as citizens of the better country throughout your exile. Live your life in Christ here, in the communities you have established. Abstain from the passions of the flesh, and keep your conduct honorable. The outside world is watching. By your good testimony, through the power of the Spirit, the nations will glorify God.



2:13-15

2:13-15 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.



The ethic of the Gospel is this: die to live, give to gain, pour out to be filled. In the public square, you are called to imitate Jesus as you stand before the Pilates of this age. As you subject yourselves to the rulers and authorities of your own town and nation, you prove that your allegiance is not to them, but to the God who placed them in the halls of power. And so the ethic of Christian politics is this: submit to win; lay down to conquer. As you submit to the rulers of this age, and do so for the Lord's sake, you are declaring that there is only one King, and that He sits on His holy hill, ruling the nations of men. And so you submit to the wicked to thwart wickedness; you submit to the unrighteous to undermine unrighteousness. Like Jesus told Pilate, there is no earthly power that finds its authority outside the spoken word of God. Those who deny this, those who insist that they sit on the throne because of their own prowess as governors, are both foolish and ignorant. But you, called by God, do bring this foolish ignorance to light by your submission to their borrowed robes. You know your Lord sits on His throne. Therefore let your lives be transformed by the power of the Gospel of Jesus. For you are being transformed for the transformation of the world. You are fed for the feeding of the nations. By means of your subversive submission, He is making all things new.



2:16-17

2:16-17 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.



You are the child of the living God - a child and not a slave. This means you are free. Free from fear, free from doubt, free from the anxious thoughts that crowd your mind and heart. Christian, you are free. You no longer serve idle gods and petty demons. You need not listen to their taunts. The strongman has been bound, and you (his goods) have been rescued. You no longer dwell in the house of the accuser. His words have no authority over you anymore. Are you hearing this, Christian? Does this not make your heart grow as light as air, and dance in Deep Heaven, laughing all the while for joy? You are free! You are free to honor everyone, for they all bear the image of God. You are free to love the brotherhood, for they have joined you in the great dance. You are free to honor the emperor, for He is simply a tool God Himself has established. And you are free to fear God. Do those two words in your ears sound like two marbles crashing into each other? And yet you are free to fear. Free to delight in the one fear that casts all other fears out into the darkness. Free to stand in the presence of One before whom all fears evaporate into nothingness. Free to hide beneath the wings that protect you, and keep you safe all through the long night. Christian you are free. You are now free to live lives of humble obedience, serving the Father who has given you life.



2:18-20

2:18-20 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.



The wages of sin is death. If you stumble in the flesh, it is no great injustice that you reap the consequences. And if you endure such earthly punishment, what credit is that? For you deserve much more. But this is not the full story, Christian. You stand wrapped in the righteous robes of Jesus. While living in an unjust world, a culture defined by greed and rebellion, the robes of Christ's righteousness do not go unnoticed; you will look and act differently from those around you. You are the light of the Gospel entering a dark and oppressive place. You will suffer for your faith. But this kind of suffering is not your wage - it is your glory.  Is a servant greater than his master? The world hated Jesus. Will it not also hate you? When you do suffer, it is grace that endures, grace that turns the cheek. But grace is not a doormat. Grace is not simply the world's punching bag. Grace is powerful. Grace is the army of God, against which the gates of Hell cannot stand. Grace will conquer the world and all its ugly injustices. Therefore Christian, do not fear the wicked and the cruel, the “masters” under whose temporal and leashed authority you live. Do not fear the dark corners of this world. The Lord God rules all things - you have strong hope. Because Jesus reigns, you will endure. All wrongs will be made right, all truth will be brought to light. When you endure with patience, you are placing your life in the hands of your Father. And this is a good and gracious thing in the sight of God.



2:21-23

2:21-23 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.



See in these words the tears of Jesus. See here the tears shed for a city who would not return His love. See here the tears shed for a friend lying in the grave. See these tears and remember the garden, where an agonizing and anxious God sweat drops of blood. Your God has suffered. Your God has known pain. Who else can say that of their God? Who else can glory in the wounds of their Lord? The suffering of Jesus began that glorious night in the manger: eternal God, bound by the chains of flesh, nurtured by sinful souls. Throughout His perfect life, His perfect eyes beheld the profanity of this fallen world. How many of your Lord's tears went unrecorded? How many nights of weeping have you not read? What you do know is this. The troubled soul of Jesus continually trusted in Him who judges justly. Jesus felt the weight and gravity of sin like no other. But He did so entrusting Himself to the Father, the Judge of all. He did this for you. He took on your flesh so that He could raise it from the dust and give it imperishable life. He wept your tears so that He might dry them once and for all in the warmth of His glory. He suffered your wrongs, so that all might be put right. In this God, your God, you see the path to paradise. The path of Jesus, the path which you must follow, is the low road. But it is the low road that leads to glory.



2:24-25

2:24-25 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.



The law calls all who are hung on a tree accursed, for the curse of death first fell on man at a tree. But where the first man fell, the second Man obeyed. Where the first man felt the curse begin, the second cried out, "It is finished!" Where once there were lies and evasion, now stood redemption and grace, nailed to the tree. Rejoice then Christian in the death of God! For in His death, you died. In the tomb He was laid, you too were put to rest. And when He rose, as He must have done, He brought you through to life everlasting. Jesus did not die so that you might live. He died so that you might die with Him; so that your death would not consume you; so that you would not need to walk the graveyard alone. But He did not leave you there. Jesus rose so that you might live once more in the land of the living. His work is now yours. His victory belongs to you by gift. Hold on to it Christian. Hold on to it with all that you are. He who was perfect was wounded. You who were wounded have been healed. Having strayed from the fold, you have been returned to the Good Shepherd. You have passed through the death waters of baptism, and have come up again clean and alive. Therefore die each day to sin. Live each moment to righteousness. This is your life. Forgetting what lies behind, press on toward the prize; press on toward Jesus.













Chapter 3



3:1-2

3:1-2 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your respectful and pure conduct.



All Christians are called to be submissive to those above them: children to parents, employees to employers, wives to husbands. This in no way guarantees the worthiness or the superiority of the those you are called to be subject to. But your submission to earthly leaders is the means by which you show your submission to Jesus. As you remember from earlier in chapter two, your submission is the means God uses to conquer pride and foolishness. Your submission is inherently subversive, for it pledges allegiance to a Lord other than the one directly above you. The godly wife submits to her ungodly husband as an act of war: war with a husband's disobedience to Jesus, war with her own fleshly desire to lead. Sometimes submission brings a husband before the authorities. Sometimes submission remains quiet and prayerful. This seems backwards and against the grain, but faith always seems foolish to the flesh on the front end. Nevertheless, it is faith that will overcome all: faith in the promises of God, faith in the story He is telling, faith that God will bring a husband to his knees. The husband, by God's grace, who sees this faith will be won without a single spoken word. The husband who sees the respectful and pure conduct of a godly wife will be brought, by God's grace, to the low road himself. Men must die in order to lead. And if your husband does not know how dying to self works, if he has never walked the low road of humility, you wives are given the strength and authority to show him what real submission to Jesus looks like.



3:3-4

3:3-4 Do not let your adorning be external-the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear-but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious.



Sisters, you are called to be glory; you are called to be beautifully adorned. But it is the gentle and quiet spirit that God finds precious. True beauty is imperishable. A gentle and quiet spirit will last for eternity. Again, you see the theme: submit to win. Submit to the way God desires His grace to be shown. Submit to the beautifying of the inside of the cup. All men and all women are jars of mere clay. Their external glory fades with the years. Time and gravity come to all. Therefore be busy cleaning up your spirit by the washing of the Word; be busy making your soul shine. Herein lies the glory of the Gospel: the humble are exalted, the lowly are raised up. The woman who polishes the outside will be brought low, but the wife who adorns the hidden person of the heart will be raised up in a glory fine, and a beauty radiant. A sister who spends a lifetime nurturing her soul on the grace of God gives all who see her a glimpse of heaven's glory. Wives, seek out these sisters. Follow in their steps. A better guide you will not find on Earth. This is the soul that is precious in the sight of God. This is the wife who is beloved of the Lord. While gold and braids are lovely, only a gentle and quiet spirit bring glory. Otherwise they are pearls adorning the ears of swine. This is the power of the Gospel at work. This is the glory of earthenware vessels.



3:5-6

3:5-6 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening.



Too many husbands have been unworthy of the smallest shred of respect. But Peter knows what he is about in this verse. He says that those who obeyed their husbands, and submitted to their authority, did so because it was an outworking of their hope in God. This is what Sarah and the women of old showed in their obedience to their own 'lords'. It is faith that defines this type of life. Faith that the sinner of a husband you have will be transformed into the likeness of Christ, just as you hope and trust the Spirit to work in you. Husbands screw up, and will continue to do so until glory. Husbands are fallen sons of Adam in need of the grace of God. But the wife who in faith submits in her heart and with her hands to God first, and husband second, finds that she can live without being afraid of what her husband might do. Her faith is in God's story, and not in the her husband's attempts at holiness. She knows that she belongs to Him who is the Author and Perfecter of all faith, including the faith that will define her husband. And so it comes down to trust. Do you trust God to finish the good work He has begun in your husband's life? Do you trust Him to continue the story of your own life? Do you trust Him to pick you both up whenever you fall? You should, because He will.



3:7

3:7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.



Husband, the call is to die - die to your self, die to your needs, die to your own ideas of leadership. The love and care you give your wife is to reflect the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. This means the willing and proactive laying down of all that you call your own. Your wife is your bride, and you must know her. This means, husband, a high level of understanding. This requires a listening ear, an engaging spirit, patience and great love. It requires honoring the woman as you would honor a treasure of great value. Your bodies are built differently, and for different purposes. One is not better than the other, just as a handsaw is not better than a surgeon's scalpel. You are built to protect; your wife, to nurture. You are built to die; your wife, to give life. This is a God-given glory you must honor and protect with your own life. For your wife is a co-heir of the grace of life. She too has been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. She is your sister in the most real sense. And if she is your sister, then the same Spirit that dwells in you also dwells in her. If you then refuse to honor the Spirit residing in your wife, why would the Spirit of God honor you? Christ gives you to each other, and in doing so gives you both Himself. Therefore love your wife with all you have, and your prayers will be heard.



3:8-9

3:8-9 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.



Jesus stood on the hills surrounding Jerusalem, and wept. He longed to take this people into His arms as a mother hen gathers her chicks. He longed, with all the emotion of a human soul, to keep them from their own destruction. And this was the very city that killed the prophets who spoke of God's coming salvation. This was the very rabble who would cry out for His own blood in the days to come. But there on that hillside, the tender and patient heart of God was on display. Even on the cross, His words were forgiveness and love toward His enemies. This is your Lord, Christian. This is the God who looked upon you in your sin with tenderness and humility, and removed you from the mire of your own rebellion. Therefore, love. Be of one mind with your fellow believers. Seek unity. Enter into the lives of the brothers and sisters you worship with. But when you enter, do not bring yourself. Bring Jesus. Bring sympathy and lowliness of mind. Bring the tears and tenderness Jesus showed on the hills outside the city that would kill Him. The Son of God, the eternal second Person of the Trinity abandoned His glory, forsook the riches of Heaven, and entered into the lives of His people. But He did not bring a reviling spirit. He brought blessing; He brought life - the life you are being equipped to reflect. And so, put on the humility of Jesus and bless. In this way you yourself will be blessed, as a brother brings Jesus to you.



3:10-12

3:10-12 For "Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit;  let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 



You are a Christian, which means you are a sinner saved by grace alone. The glory of the Gospel is that there is nothing in you that deserves anything but judgment, but God showed you love anyway. Therefore do not let your tongue stray into self-glorifying speech. Speaking evil of others or deceiving others can only have one purpose, and that is to lift yourself up by tearing others down. This is ugly. So turn from it. You have been purchased by the blood of the Son of the Almighty God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth. You have been cleansed. Therefore seek peace, peace that is real, peace that calls sin sin and seeks to eradicate it like a tumor. A doctor who sees an abnormal growth does not seek peace with his patient by ignoring the cancerous tissue. Peace means surgery, and now, before it grows. Therefore, pursue peace, even though the pursuit may first mean strife and struggle. Surgery hurts. Incisions bleed. But again, this is the Gospel. The way off the cross is through the grave. When Peter calls you to love, he calls you to Gospel love, which is a call to death. For only out of Gospel death can true life emerge. Die to self, die to your own passions and desires. But in that death is the life of grace. Jesus' death turns all your daily deaths into grace. Therefore, if you love life, and hope to see good days, pursue the grace that leads you through the grave to the other side.



3:13-14

3:13-14 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled...



The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous. But who are the righteous? You are, Christian. You are the righteous child of the King. Every tyrant and every president, every governor and every mayor are but clay in His hand. Who, then, is there to harm you, and I mean really harm you, if you strive for justice and righteousness and beauty? Even if you do suffer, it is only for the space of a breath. Never forget to place eternity in the balance. Never forget that everlasting life awaits you in a matter of days and years that can be numbered. Nor let that frighten you, friend, for it is, indeed, very good news. Think on the hope that awaits, and the glory set aside for you. Have no fear of either this life or the next. If you do suffer in this short life, you will be blessed. For you will have been considered worthy to share in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Himself. And that is the highest honor you can receive. For it is not an honor you earn, but a gift you are given. It is the gift that brings you into God Himself; the gift that gives your eyes sight and your tongue taste, to see His beauty and to taste His goodness. Therefore, seek after Jesus, Christian. Let no wall stand so high you will not scale it, and no field be too great a price you will not buy it to enjoy the rest He has given you already in Himself.



3:15a

3:15a But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 



What is the hope that is in you, Christian? On what does it rest? Is it on the things of this world: bank accounts, relationships, the job market? Or is your hope the lordship and holiness of Jesus? For this indeed lies at the center of all hope. If Christ is neither Lord nor holy, then you, Christian, are most to be pitied. But you know that Jesus reigns, for He has put His Spirit inside you. He has put His own certain hope inside your heart. This is the foundation of your faith. Hope is tangible, for it believes and acts in certain ways. Hope is strong, for it stands against the lies of the world. And when this hope shines through your life, folks will see and be curious. They will ask you to defend this hope, because it will not make sense to them. It will seem strange and foreign, like you are speaking another language. This world is a broken place, full of misery and sadness. It is rotting from the inside. But inside is precisely where Jesus has put you - deep in the inside of the world - to speak the language of hope. For there, where the night is darkest, hope shines brightest, and faith is given a chance to use its arms and legs. Therefore Christian, ask that the language of hope would shine through your words. Seek to live a life dependent on the breath of the Spirit, a life that begs the question, "Why?"" For in your hope, the world will see Jesus, holy and lifted up, the train of His robe filling all the world.



3:15b-16

3:15b-16 Yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.



The unbelieving world sees your life. They see the tangible hope you hold. They ask you for the reason. Now let the manner of your defense be just as full of hope and love as the faith that clings to you. Show respect to everyone; be gentle and do all with a good conscience. The purity and grace of your response will shame those who slander your good name. And remember this as you defend the faith: it is not your job to convince the unbelieving world that you are right. You cannot change a heart of stone into a heart of flesh. Your words can effect no such transformation. Your words describe. Only God's words create. Only God's words bring life where there was death. Your role is to defend your faith and your hope with a cheerful and gentle heart. Trust God for the outcome. The burden of saving souls is not yours to bear. You need only be free to share what God has done for you. You will be slandered. You will be thought little of. But God brings low those who lift themselves up. In bringing them low He exposes their need for grace, their need of the same hope that is within you. At that moment you will see that He has placed you in just the right spot to not only defend the hope, but also offer it to the one in need. Grace was given to be shared. Therefore, the God of that grace will be with you in the sharing.



3:17

3:17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. 



You have shared your faith. You have defended it from Scripture. You have spoken with words of grace and gentleness. You have shown respect, and have kept your conscience clean. And yet, they still revile you. They look you with eyes of incredulity, doubtful if anyone could be sane enough to defend the story you have just shared. In that moment, Christian, in the midst of that particular suffering, rejoice. You have obeyed the Father. You have been true to the Son, and have honored the Holy Spirit. What more can you do? Their life is not in your hands. Their salvation is not up to you. Therefore, rejoice that the Word, which never returns empty-handed, has been sown. It is better to suffer in this way than to be reviled for evil speech and unkind words. For when you rejoice, you are portraying in real time what the Gospel you are defending actually does. You are putting into practice the selfless giving by which you were saved. If you snarl and bite, you are, in effect, rejecting the good news you have declared. As Peter goes on to say, your patient suffering is in itself a picture of Christ on the cross; your patient suffering is itself a testimony that cannot be ignored. When unbelievers see your response to slander, they will be put to open shame. For Christ the Lord is real, He will come again one day. And when He does, they will know that you have been faithful. Therefore Christian, rejoice through the suffering of slander; do not meet empty words with evil.



3:18a

3:18a For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, 



While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. But this was His plan all along, that He might bring us to God. In this we see the Almighty's entire story of redemption: the righteous for the unrighteous. For you can do nothing to make yourself righteous before the throne of God. You can do nothing to fix your brokenness, or heal your wounds. They stink, and they fester. And you are no physician. But God in His everlasting mercy knows your condition. He knew it before the dawn of time. And for as long as He has known of your illness, He has known of your cure. For this reason Jesus stepped down from the glories of Heaven, and stepped into the womb of a woman. For this reason Jesus was born a man - a man with flesh that could be torn, and blood that could be spilt. The righteous for the unrighteous. The whole for the broken. Beauty in the place of ugliness. This He willingly did, for the joy that was His, the bride that He won, the world that He saved. For Jesus is beautiful. And we deserve not His attentions. But regardless of our fitness, He has brought us home to meet the Father. He has brought us into life. Christian, what other response is there but life surrendering worship and gratitude? How can you remain in the grip of your former passions? The old life rests, buried in a tomb outside the walls of Jerusalem. Therefore, praise His holy and awesome name. Lift on High the name of Jesus.



3:18b-20

3:18b-20 being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.



After Jesus died on the cross, He descended to Sheol, to the place of the dead, where He proclaimed in no uncertain terms to the spirits bound there that they had lost. In the Old Testament economy of rule and authority, Satan and his minions had some modicum of power over the nations of men. It is for this reason Satan was able to legitimately offer Jesus the kingdoms of the world in all their glory. In some sense, they were his to give away. But what Satan did not count on was that the Most High was going to take them from him anyway, and bestow them on the Son of Man. The catalyst for Heaven's coup was the death of the perfect God Man, Jesus Christ. Therefore, this was the substance of Jesus' proclamation to those demons, imprisoned in the house of the dead: "Your time is over. All authority in Heaven and on Earth is even now being given to me."  Believer, in the face of the satanic desire for creation to be ripped from its Creator, God gives you a picture of His heart for salvation. Wickedness must be punished, it is true. But God longs to save the world. And so He has reconciled Himself to the nations of men through the shed blood of Jesus. And just as Noah once again came out of the waters and stood upon dry land, so Jesus, after three days in the grave, returned to the land of the living, having delivered His victory proclamation. Therefore Christian, rest. God is at work in this world to save. And He has not passed you by.



3:21

3:21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ...



When you went down in the death waters of Baptism, you joined Jesus in the grave. You witnessed Him declaring His victory to those who would seek to discourage you. You saw Him put the ancient dragon to the sword. When you descended, the Old Man died. As you rose from the pool, you joined Jesus in Resurrected Life. When you ascended, the New Man was made alive within you. To be sure, the physical act of your baptism was a physical symbol of what the Spirit had done in you - removing not dirt from the body, but stone from the heart. There was no magic in the water. But just as surely as Noah was saved by the death waters of the flood, so you too were saved by the washing of the Spirit. The living deluge of the Spirit has removed you from the domain of darkness and placed you in the kingdom of light. The ceremony of Baptism proclaims this reality. It places the story of your redemption in the concrete world of matter. It declares to all people that these are bedrock truths. You have died. New life has filled your lungs. New blood pumps through your veins. Therefore tell the world. Share your story. To be baptized in water is to put flesh on the word of your faith, and muscle on the bones of your confession. To be baptized in water is to tell the story of Jesus and the empty tomb, the dragon and the sword. It is receiving as a gift His story as your own.



3:22

3:22 Who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.



The resurrection, ascension and enthronement of Jesus Christ is the bedrock foundation of our faith. Jesus, fully Man and fully God, alive forevermore, sits on the throne of all creation, and sovereignly ordains everything that comes to pass. Let your mind take in the full implications of this statement, Christian. Jesus Christ, forever clothed with a human body, sits on a real throne, one which could crack your knuckles were you to rap it. He is not floating in some unidentified dimension. He has ascended with His resurrected body into the very throne room of Heaven - a more deeply physical place than we can understand. But not only does He sit on a real throne, He really and tangibly rules from His seat of ultimate authority. His Lordship is complete. His sovereignty is over all. So how does this bolster our faith? Why do I call it faith's bedrock foundation? Peter concludes his thought on suffering with the reality of Jesus because He is now our reality. If Jesus suffered, we too will suffer. But if Jesus was also glorified, we too will be glorified. If Jesus was raised to new life, and ascended with power and authority, we too will follow His lead. His whole story has become our own. Our lives are now wrapped up in His. And when He declares His Lordship over every square inch of this created realm, that authority is shared with us, for we go in His name. We stand as His emissaries, bearing the banner of our King, His seal emblazoned on our heart. What possibly can stand against us, Christian? What trial can stop us now? Do you not know that you will judge the angels? (1 Corinthians 6:3).













Chapter 4



4:1-2

4:1-2 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.



On the heels of his commentary on the flood and baptism and the victory Jesus proclaimed from the grave, Peter drives home the relevance these things have to our daily walk with the Lord. Regenerate of the Holy Spirit, we were baptized into the death and burial of Jesus, claiming His sufferings as our own. But in identifying with Jesus in the grave, we can now be identified with Him on the throne of resurrection as well. Christian, we have died with Jesus. The old man is dead. The flesh has been broken. We are slaves no more. The tyranny of sin has ceased. New life has come. And with new life comes a new Master: a Brother-Lord, a Kinsman-Redeemer. The old paths having crumbled away; we walk in the path of light, free from fear and despair, guided by the Savior who calls us friend. We have suffered. But glorious is the suffering that brings the reign of sin to an end. For He who tread the path of death, leading us to freedom, has worked so in our hearts that we now long for righteousness. We hunger and thirst for truth. We taste the word of the Lord, and see that it is, indeed, very good. No longer can human passions claim us in their icy grip. Try as they might, our Lord must now hold sway. For we rest in the firm fortress of His hand. Therefore, because we have died with Christ, and have been raised again into a life both new and renewing, we arm ourselves with the mind of Jesus, and live the rest of our lives confident in the will of God.



4:3-5

4:3-5 For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.



Many say that deep down we are all fairly decent people. Peter would remind us that apart from Christ, we are not. Outside the light of the Gospel is darkness and futility. And so we must not live as we used to, as unbelievers still do. Peter says the time for that is over. The time for self-worship is over. The time for self-gratification is over. And when we abstain, our former brothers in the devil are surprised. They cannot believe we would choose to live our lives differently. They are startled by the hope that is within us. It stands in stark contrast with the lack of hope within their own soul. Their only recourse in the flesh is to draw their attention away from their own emptiness. They cannot bear the abyss, the meaninglessness of life apart from Jesus. And so they mock. They scorn. They pluck our beards and spit in our face. We are not greater than our Master are we? If the world hated Him, will it not also hate us? This is why. This is the suffering that remains for us, the suffering we share in Christ. This is the suffering that unites us to Jesus in a deep and intimate way. Therefore we must hold fast and remember that their words carry no weight. They will be judged at the last day. They will be held accountable for every idle word. They will have to give an account of every slander and every lie. And justice will be upheld. So do not worry about the world. Trust in Jesus. In Him you are secure.



4:6

4:6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does.



Christian, trust in the power of Jesus. Trust that He does indeed have authority over all things. Trust that He is in the process of making all things new. All will be judged. All flesh will see the grave. Both redeemed and unredeemed, both the spiritually living and spiritually dead alike will taste death. But you have a hope that is solid and sure. The hope of the Gospel is that what was once dead, will be made alive. We see it even now in our own lives. Jesus begins with the inside. From within you are being reshaped, recast in the image of the Son. It is the work of the Spirit, directed by the love of the Father. It is the Gospel in kernel form. As the seed grows, the tree takes shape and ascends to heaven. Your life bears testimony to the power the Spirit wields. Your life itself preaches this Good News. The shape and arc of your narrative declares in no uncertain terms, "Jesus has been raised to new life and sits on the throne of power." Rejoice then, Christian. Even the most timid in speech proclaim the Gospel of Jesus to a watching world. And that is our call. We are to be Ezekiels, standing before the valley of dry bones, asking the Lord to make whole again these broken bodies of death. We pray the wind of the Spirit, by means of our testimony, will fill their lungs once more. Only those found in Jesus will be raised to new life. And so all need to hear the Gospel. All need the life of Jesus. Only then will they live in the Spirit the way God does.



4:7

4:7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.



Peter is writing to the Dispersed, to the Christians who were blown to the four winds of the known world, to the Christians suffering severe persecution. For many of them the end of all things was indeed very near. But their hope was this: death had lost on Golgotha. Their own death would be victories on a smaller scale. They would embrace that Great Death, where Death itself received its first crushing blow. So it is with our own final day. When we die, the heel presses harder on Satan's head. When the last saint dies, heel and ground will meet, and death will be finally and completely conquered. So be sober-minded. In other words, think about these things. Be aware that the cross and the empty tomb actually accomplished something. Not only understand it, but live in obedience to it. Be self-controlled. Do not let fear of death, fear of the unknown, fear of uncertainty bring despair into your life. Control the fear. Say to the Deceiver, "I see the cards you are holding, and they are nothing. You have shown your hand to soon. You are bluffing." We have been given a spirit, not of fear, but of power, love and self-control. We hold power over Satan in our hand because God holds us in His. This becomes our life: a life radically redefined by the empty tomb. We become invincible. Who can touch us? Who can harm us? If God is for us, who can stand against us? The answer is simple: no one. How then can your prayers go unheard?



4:8

4:8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.



Your God has designed you to live in community, in the midst of people to love. But this can get messy, for we are sinners all. Peter's encouragement hinges on two words: 'keep' and 'earnestly.' Your brother will sin against you. You will sin against your brother. But love must win the day. You must turn again and again to your brother and let love cover it. Peter once asked Jesus, "How many times in a day must we forgive? Seven?" "Seventy times seven," was your Lord's answer. This is hard, but it is real. Love does not roll its eyes, or wash its hands in frustration. Love is earnest. Love is personal. It is the multitude of your brother's sins against you that love covers. The big things of course must be confronted - such also is the task of love. But the multitude of the little things are covered with patient love. So keep loving one another earnestly. In this, you have come to the hinge of all of Christian living. The door to Heaven or Hell swings on this love: love for God and for His people, or love for self above all else. We come by self-love naturally. But that is no love at all, for love always moves toward someone else. God Himself is love because He is community. The Father loves the Son. The Son loves the Father. It is this Divine Community that we are drawn into by the Spirit of Love. The love of the Triune God that radically reshapes our life. In Christ we are being built up into love, a love that can cover sins, for it the same love that covered yours.



4:9

4:9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.



On the heels of Peter's exhortation to keep loving earnestly, he gets uncomfortably practical. How do I constantly show love? What does a life defined by this earnest and indefatigable love look like? Peter's answer is to keep the doors of your home open, and to do so without grumbling. Your home, your own personal sanctuary, no longer belongs to you. Just as it is no longer you who lives, but Christ in you, so to it is no longer your home, but Christ's. As all things are, it is His gift to you. It is part of the living sacrifice we offer with thanksgiving and praise to our God. "He cannot mean my own house? My own personal rooms?" He does. It is a metaphor for all things, of course, but Peter touches specifically on our homes because they tend to represent for us peace. Peace from the world and its troubles. But God does not want us to locate our peace in anything but Him. He alone is our peace. Our homes will pass away one day. They are given to us here and now so that we might use them for His service. And how can we do otherwise? When Jesus ascended to the right hand of Power, He went to prepare a home for us, in His own house. If we are given such a gift, how can we refuse to do the same? It is how you show love at all times, with everything you have. And to do so without complaint, that is love indeed.



4:10-11

4:10-11 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies - in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.



No Christian is without a gift. No Christian has been shaped in such a way that they cannot serve. Your gift will be different from others to be sure. God did not make a body of thumbs. But perhaps you feel more like a freckle on the body of Christ than an actual foot or elbow. Perhaps you feel God cannot possibly use you. If this is how you feel, take five minutes to think about it. God cannot possibly use you? Are your problems more than God can handle? Are you just too messed up for God? I hope those words turn slightly sour on the tongue. Remember, this is the Almighty Father, Maker of Heaven and Earth that we are talking about. Of course you are messed up. Of course you are a misfit. It is His glory to use a band of misfits to build the Kingdom of Heaven. Of course you have problems. It is God's glory to transform your problems into love and peace. Furthermore, this new life within you is not yours to keep. It belongs to Jesus, and it is His to use. But do not fear. God puts in whatever it is He wants to take out. We have nothing to offer in our own shoes. Nothing but a blank canvas, and only that after we have been scrubbed clean. But God delights in few things more than using you and your own broken life to make this world whole again. So trust Him. Remember that He is God. He can use your heart and your hands, even if you are just a freckle. So go and try something for Him, that God may be glorified through all that you are and do.



4:12-13

4:12-13 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.



All suffering has purpose. Our God is the great Author of all life. This means our lives are a story. They have a beginning, a middle, and an end. There is rising action, falling action, climax and denouement. As with any story worth reading, there is tension throughout, and a wedding at the end. And as any good story shows, the tension is the very element that makes the wedding so satisfying. As characters in God's story, we must learn to read the events around us as elements of His story. Where there is tension, we find allusion to The Fall. And where there is resolve, we find foreshadowing of the Great Restoration. In the middle we find our lives, bobbing on the stream between the banks of tension and resolve, from Fall to Restoration. We sin, we stumble, we suffer. God forgives, God restores, God exalts. More than that, our Father the Author writes the dark parts, writes the tension with purpose and intent. As fallen and redeemed creatures we are like gold filled with imperfections. The tension in our story, the pain and suffering, the trials and hardships, these are the fires of the refiner's forge. Without them the story goes nowhere, and the gold remains drossy. Through the trials we travel, sometimes page after page, sometimes chapter after chapter. But if we have read the story rightly, we know that no pain is without purpose, no tension without resolve, and therefore are not surprised when the fiery trial arrives. All of creation groans for the day of final restoration. And when the glory of the Lord is revealed, we will all shout for joy.



4:14-16

4:14-16 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.



Laugh when you are insulted. When someone throws the name 'Christian' in your face with the intent to make you ashamed, laugh. Not for spite, but for joy; for it means the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. Therefore glorify God with your laughter. Honor Jesus with your joy. To be named a Christian by the onlooking world is a great honor, and should be seen as a sign of heading in the right direction. This world will not understand you. They cannot see how small daily deaths lead to life. They cannot understand how peace can be found in pain. To them suffering is something to eradicate, like a cancer. And to be sure, we are to ease the suffering of others. But pain is a reality of this fallen world, and so our hope is not here, but in the world to come. Saturated with this hope, we live before all men. But this hope will ruffle feathers. It will point to the gaping abyss in their own lost lives. And so they will react. The world will either join our side, or throw stones in protest. If the former we rejoice. If the latter we rejoice all the more, for even the stones they throw will cry out in praise. In this way we show our allegiance. In this way we honor our King. In the face of the scorn of the world, we hoist our banner. In the face of our enemies who would have us doubt and fear, we laugh. Our joy is Jesus. Our joy cannot be overthrown.



4:17-19

4:17-19 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And "If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.



Jesus once explained that a man cannot see to remove the splinter from his brothers eye until he has removed the plank from his own. And this is true across the board. We have a talent for sidestepping the real issue. We point fingers at others, and lift ourselves up as victims. We have been doing it since the Garden. But Peter is clear. Judgment must begin with us. If the world is to repent, they must see what it looks like. If the world is to find peace in the midst of pain, they must have an example to follow. They will only learn by imitation. And so they will learn by watching the body of Christ. They will follow where we lead. How else will they learn to take their own sin seriously, unless we provide humble examples? And so, as with all things, it must begin at home. It must begin with you, and with me. Who is the 'watching world' in your life? Who stands on the edge of your world, pondering your path? Do they see a repentant child of God, daily falling on the mercy seat? Do they see a life defined by complete dependence on Jesus? Or do they see pettiness and blame-shifting? Do they see someone immobilized by guilt? If so, friend, then let go. Repent and believe that the grace of God is enough for you. Rest in the sufficiency of Jesus. Rest in what He has done for you. He is your wholeness. He is your life. Take hold of Jesus, and show the ungodly and the sinner the way. As you do, you place your soul in the everlasting arms of a faithful Creator.













Chapter 5



5:1-3

5:1-3 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.



Elders and shepherds: to you has been given the beautiful and dangerous privilege of oversight.  If you find yourself in this station, remember that you did not enter it under compulsion. It is a task you took willingly and with great joy. It is a hard and difficult post - often draining and discouraging. To shepherd people is to shepherd souls, which are messy things. But to be an elder is to occupy the highest office this world will know. You did not take the chair for worldly gain or financial security. You accepted the call eagerly, for you knew you had nothing to give. You knew you were a broken and messy soul yourself, a cracked and broken jar of clay. But you also knew that God delights to use the mouths of donkeys to bring order into chaos. You remembered that God can make use of the weak and humble. From an empty jar, He makes rivers of grace flow. In this way you shepherd your flock. You do not demand respect. You earn it. You earn it by leading on your knees. You are the model for your flock. You are their example to live by. It is the beautiful and dangerous privilege of oversight. It is what Christ did for you. Jesus, the Good Elder, lead the way through the valley of hardship and disease. He lead the way through the storm of bickering and discontent. He brings you to the cross. Therefore elder, die. Die, and thereby show us the way to life.



5:4

5:4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.



Elders and shepherds: you have fought the fight. You have died daily and led your congregation to the foot of the cross. You have given them your own worn-out knees. You have received the call of the Good Elder, and have lived in His grace before all men. It is true that the world has hated you. Not all of your flock followed your gentle guidance. Not all of your flock were sheep. But you remained faithful to the call of Him who discerns hearts and minds. It was not always easy. It was not always enjoyable. But no one in their right mind mistakes this office for a pleasure cruise. The fathers of the Church all accepted their positions reluctantly. They knew the pressures and trials it would bring. But they also saw the need. They saw the emptiness and pain in their congregation. They knew that someone must needs bring Christ to this people. You have, together with the fathers, shared the high honor of bringing Jesus to your congregation. To bring Jesus is to bring all of Him. And He comes in both the what and the how. The what is the Gospel of His grace. The how is the manner in which you live before them. The pith of your life bears witness to the God of your sermons. But when He comes again, you will share in a great joy. When the Good Elder comes, He will give you the unfading crown of glory.



5:5

5:5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."



People of God: obey your elders. Submit to their keeping. Our culture despises this language, and have put it away like an old hat, long out of fashion. But we wear obedience with joy, for we know that in it is life. Just as children must obey their parents, so too sheep must obey their shepherds, or else risk grave danger. As a shepherd with sheep, your elders keep watch over your soul's well-being. Theirs is a weighty responsibility, for they will give an account of all that they did in the name of Jesus. Give them joy in their rule, and do not grumble. They are the men God would have you submit to, not blindly, but in love and good hope. Follow their lead in taking the low road. On that path your needs become less important than those of your neighbor. On the low road, the cross of Jesus guides you through your daily priorities. Therefore, people of God, be humble. What do you have to be proud of? What do you have that was not given to you as a gift? Can you claim anything of value in your life as your own by right? Take the low road. That is our path. But God in His mercy gives grace to those who do. God delights in the soul that recognizes his utter dependance on grace. God lifts up the soul that is cast down. The proud, He casts aside. Therefore put on the garments of humility.



5:6-7

5:6-7 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.



This is wild grace. Your God desires to lift you up. Your God wants to give you life. He cares for you. He loves you. He delights in you. Why? I cannot say. His thoughts are above ours. But He does. But I am so wretchedly low, you might think. He loves to lift the lowly. But I am nothing, a nobody. He loves to exalt the humble. Therefore, rest in being low. Delight in being a nobody. It is in the alleys of inconsequence God goes looking for a friend. But take warning, Christian. God sees the heart. As common as the phrase is, it is terrifying. God sees the heart. He sees my pride in my humility. He sees the pleasure I take when people notice my piety. He sees it and hates it. It is utterly repulsive to Him. He puts it far from Himself, for He cannot bear to look on it. So let us put it there for Him. Let us take our pride and our conceit and put it as far as the east is from the west, or at least as far as we can throw it. Honoring the effort, God will take it the rest of the way. Humble yourself, and care not who sees it. Submit to the might hand of God and do not worry about the consequences. Throw all your anxieties on Him. Give Him your troubles and rest in His love for you. Humble yourself and in the proper time, He will lift you up.



5:8-9

5:8-9 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.



You have an enemy. He is seeking to upset your confidence in God. He wants to remind you of how much you have suffered. He will attempt to use your self-pity as ammunition against you. He will try to convince you that you are all alone, but that will be his undoing. For you are not alone. Your trials are not unique. The honor roll of people who have suffered as you do is as long as the Book of Life. Furthermore, the list begins with Jesus. He has stepped into your shoes. He has lived your life. He bore the weight of your grief and shame on the cross. And there it died, like Him. Your pain was buried, with Him. But Jesus left the shame there when He brought you out of the grave. So next time the Devil tries to devour you with guilt, take the cream pie of grace and throw it in his face. This is sobriety at its finest. This is how we win the war. The Devil will call you a sinner. What's new? The Devil will point to your pain. Glory is worth it. James says that if you resist the Devil, he will flee from you. What the Devil cannot abide is your trust in God. He is not repelled by your own power of deflection, but by your submission to the story God is speaking through you. So stand firm in your faith; do not give him the ammunition he seeks. Be confident that you are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses, who have suffered your trials. Rest in the God who as taken your pain to the cross.



5:10-11

5:10-11 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.



You live in a fallen world, Christian. You live with a fallen body that cries out with your soul for the day of redemption. What Peter offers you here are words that will sooth your broken soul. Yes, you will suffer. Peter has been throughout this letter confirming that not only is suffering normal, it is to be expected. You are not of this world. You will be hated and scorned. Even your fallen body will rebel. But you have been called to the eternal glory of God through His Son Jesus. His own Spirit is within you, busy with new construction. You are being remade from the inside out. This God, who Himself called you, who is the God of all grace, will Himself restore you to wholeness. He will Himself confirm your status as His child. He will Himself strengthen you for the path that lies before you. He will Himself establish you on a rock that cannot be moved. His is the dominion forever. He reigns over all things. Jesus Christ sits upon His throne and sees your every step. He sees the trials you have endured, and the twists in the path ahead. But He gives you His own Spirit for strength. He gives you His own Word for guidance. He gives you His own Person for life. This God has done all things for you. Where is there fear? Where then is your dismay? What stops you from falling in His strong arms and trusting Him to carry you through?



5:12-14

5:12-14 By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it. She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so does Mark, my son. Greet one another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 



Peter has written a letter. A letter for a suffering Church. A letter of encouragement and hope for you. His aim has been to reveal the true grace of God, and to build you up in it. You too are a pilgrim dispersed in a land that is not your home. You know the trials and hardships that bring. But as with the exiled Jews in Babylon, you are called to seek the welfare of your city, to set roots down, to live, work and play in the homes and places God has given to you. Your life should be full and rich, with traditions of joy and long seasons of laughter. Your life should always be pointing outward, seeking to engage others with the joy of your salvation.  Your life is no longer your own, and in this you find peace. Peace in every trial, peace in every shadowed valley. Peace because the One to whom your life does belong is the Author of all things. In Him you rest. In Him we all are being transformed, as a community, into a glorious citadel. We are the bricks and living stones that make up the walls, and battlements. At times this hurts. Especially as dirt and straw must be scraped off for the stone to fit. But we are in the hands of the Master mason. And we take comfort knowing that whatever it is He is doing, however long it takes, and however much it may hurt, the final product will be beautiful. This is our peace. This is what all our toasts and odes and stories point to. As a compass points north, so our lives must point to beauty. We are being transformed into loveliness. Therefore stand firm, knowing the One whose hands you are in.

















PART TWO

Second Peter













Chapter 6



1:1

1:1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 



Peter has written another letter. Here he styles himself not only an apostle, but also a servant, or slave. In doing so, Peter wants to communicate his own sense of perspective. Yes I am an apostle, he says. But more than that I am a servant, a slave, in no way more special than you, dear reader. He emphasizes this point in the next sentence: You have obtained a faith of equal value to mine, a faith equally precious to the faith of the apostles. This faith is a gift. This faith is all of grace. And it cannot depend on us, in any fashion. It is only by the righteousness of Jesus that any of us can receive faith at all. Every last human being on this earth shares this in common: we are dead in the water of our sin. All of us lie on the bottom of the sea of our rebellion. There are no super humans floating closer to the surface, more fit in their own strength to receive the grace of God. Dead is dead. When God takes us out of our grave, and gives us new life in the life of Christ, then we are made alive. By the Spirit's moving, we have been given new eyes, and a new heart. Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, and the conviction of things unseen. Do you believe the promises of God to be true with regard to you, based solely on the mercy of the Father, the blood of Jesus, and the working power of the Spirit? Then this letter is for you.



1:2

1:2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.



As one who confesses that Jesus is Lord and believes that God raised Him from the dead, Peter sends you grace and peace. But it is grace and peace that is rooted in something firm and specific. In the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, may grace and peace be multiplied to you. It is not salvation that is multiplied, but rather the tools for living a saved life. A man may be declared a farmer, but if he is not given a shovel or hoe, tractor or combine, then precious small will be his farm. You may be saved, but if the Spirit does not multiply within you grace and peace, then precious small will be your hope. How does the Spirit do this then? Through knowledge. The more you know, the more you rest. Knowledge does not save us, but knowledge does give us peace. As students, the more material we know, the more confidence we will have when it comes time to take a test. It is the same with your life. Grace and peace is the confidence we have in Christ. The knowledge of God is the material. Therefore, may grace and peace be multiplied to you, in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. Strive to know more of God and of Jesus your Lord. Read the Word. Study it. Immerse yourself in the poetry, in the story, in the letter, in the history. Know the Gospel backwards and forwards. Then when life sends you tests, you will have peace.



1:3

1:3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence



In seasons of doubt, these words are like warm water on cold hands, warm words to thaw shivering hearts. Indeed, these few lines of truth build us up and remind us that God is God. He is sovereign over all things. But He does not simply sit afar off governing history as a judge, presiding from a distant height over the cases of men. Rather, He has come down from His chair, and has wrestled with you on your own soil. He has broken into the sphere of your life and shown Himself not only to be God, but to be your God. Furthermore, He has given you His own life. Life that can no longer live in filth. And so your piety is given to you as well. By His stripes you are healed. Your sins are forgiven, the old man has been put to death, and your inability to obey has been taken away. Furthermore, an active desire to obey has been put in its place. But we sometimes like to pick at scabs. We sit in the corner, head buried in our chest, wanting so much to be like the publican and not the priest, we forget that he stood up, and walked home justified. Yes, you have sinned. Yes, you continue to sin. But it is forgiven. It is washed. Your God would have you know peace and joy. There is not one unforgiven sin you will commit. So rest, dear sinner. Allow the scabs to heal. The more you pick, the more you will scar.



1:4

1:4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.



This is the promise of God: You Christian will stand before the throne of God, righteous and holy, clothed in the faithfulness of Christ. Even now, you are being enveloped by the Divine Nature; your very will is being transformed. To the degree this has been accomplished already, your posture toward this world will begin to resemble God's outward and patient love. But it is a process. You are growing toward something full and lovely. You are pruned and clipped and cut back. Trust the hand that prunes. The gold has no ground to resent the fire of the forge, nor the apple the gardener's knife. Rather than resent it, rejoice in it, for you will see the divine life you are being wrapped up in. You have been rescued from this world's lust-filled decay. You will still sin. But no longer are you held captive, bound in chains, languishing in that house of corruption. The strongman himself was bound. His house plundered. You, the strongman's goods, were rescued. Now, you are free. So what does this mean for you here and now? It means you have been given the freedom to look past the sin in your lives and see the goodness and kindness of our God at work in the world. It gives you the eyes to see your God using you as a farmer uses a scythe. It broadens your hope and gives you both assurance in your future glory, and confidence in your purpose here in this wide field, full of ripe, unharvested wheat.



1:5-7

1:5-7 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.



You have been given faith. Faith in Jesus. Faith that saves and gives you life. And yet this faith never stands by itself. It never treads the barren rocks of fruitlessness. To say you have this faith, but have no fruit of obedience to show for it, proves that it is not faith that you possess. Look to Lazarus in the tomb. While he lay there, he remains dead. He remains unable to move, to speak, to walk, even to hear the calls of those outside the tomb. But then comes Jesus, and speaks new life into his cold body. The new life gives Lazarus ears to hear and eyes to see. This new life courses through his body and energizes his arms and legs, allowing him to rise and come forth! And he does. The grave is no home for the living. It is the same with your faith. Jesus has called your name and has spoken new life into your cold heart. This new life of faith gave you ears that hear and eyes that see the goodness of God's grace. This new life of faith courses through your life, energizing your thoughts and actions, allowing you to rise and come forth! And you have. Should you remain in the grave? No, you are alive. You are alive in the life of Spirit. It is not the walking and breathing that makes you alive. It is the life that gives you the strength to walk and breath. Therefore, Christian, walk in faith.



1:8

1:8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.




It must be emphasized that the fruits listed in the previous verses are the product of a life that has been captured and transformed by the saving grace of Jesus Christ. The child that has been claimed by the Spirit will, rather must grow fruit such as Peter mentions. It is the purpose of our God to grow us up into little Christs, so that we might love one another just as Jesus showed us. Our love is not redemptive like His, but it is the means God uses to build His kingdom. And so our actions matter. It is telling therefore that the fruit of the Spirit is described here as a protection against the ineffective and unfruitful attitudes of self-centered living. Daily and hourly we must die to self. Living for our own needs is like the fig that fights back when the gardener is pruning its boughs. The fig focused on its own life does not see that the pruning will bring a greater harvest of figs. As we step out of our own shoes, and take up the posture of God, we see that sacrifice leads to fullness. It is the paradox of the Gospel. The emptier you grow, the fuller you become. But we must always be on the watch. There is no plateau we can reach in this life that affords us the opportunity to not be increasing these qualities. We battle our flesh all our lives, and our weapon is love. And love always seeks others. Love never closes the door on itself. Love throws open the doors and all windows, and reaches out to all passersby.



1:9

1:9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.



There is a man who is given over to the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved (1 Corinthians 5:5). He is the blind man who seeks his own good in spite of the grace of God. Our Father is the perfect Author of all stories, and He knows His business. There are stubborn children in the Family of God. Far from creating a problem for theologians, this truth highlights the great and powerful patience of God, a theme Peter returns to in Chapter Three. There are children who, cleansed by the blood of Christ, spend much of their time fighting the pruner's shears. They are enamored of the things of this world. They are too comfortable in their own skin. They forget, if not Jesus Himself, what Jesus plans to do with them. They forget that they are saved not just as insurance against future condemnation, but for a purpose that extends beyond their individual person. In fact, God's purpose for each of us extends to the ends of the earth. This call we cannot hear if we are over-concerned with the needs of our own life and security. The call of Christ is to let Him worry about our clothes and shelter, and to follow Him. It is the call to a life of faith, a life that is lived for others, even at the expense of our own personal dreams and aspirations. This does not mean an abandonment of wisdom. Indeed, to follow Christ first before all else is the very pith of the wisdom of God.



1:10-11

1:10-11 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.



The Bible is clear that those who rest in the hands of Christ cannot be lost. Saints will and must persevere, no matter what story their life follows. For the chosen and elect of God, the story will always end with a wedding, as all good stories do. And so Peter's exhortation here does not imply that by any set of circumstances we can make our calling and election less sure. So then what does he mean? We are saved by the grace of God for a purpose. We have been rescued from the domain of darkness, and have been brought into the kingdom of the everlasting light. Therefore Christian, live in that light. These qualities of love, service and outward thinking and acting are the rich robes of salvation that we have been clothed with. Therefore Christian, wear them in public. We are citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus sits on the throne, gives us the task of colonizing these outlying territories on Earth. "Go, make disciples of the nations." These were Christ's last words to us before coming on the clouds of Heaven before the Ancient of Days. He warned the powers of death throughout His earthly ministry, "The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." At Pentecost the banners were hoisted, the unfurled flag bearing the Cross and the Lion, and the great siege of Hell's gates began. We are two thousands years into the siege, but this is our battle hope and victory cry, The gates of Hell will not prevail against us.



1:12-15

1:12-15 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have. I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.



As Christians we confess faith in the truth of Scripture. We are much like Peter's first readers. We know the qualities of love and patience, self control and godly living. And more than that, we too have been established through faith in the truth of the Gospel. But the Good News of salvation is not just a host of propositions that we believe or disbelieve. The fruit of a Christ-centered life is not something we just know about. These qualities are the tools we are given so that we might be fruitful in the kingdom. A farmer is called to harvest wheat. He is then given the implements to do so. We are called to be, like Peter, fishers of men. We are given, by the power of the Spirit, the implements to do just that. The fruit of love, joy, peace and patience are the means by which we proclaim Christ to others. They are not only the fruit of our faith, they are the tools of our trade. Peter's goal here is to remind us to use them. He knows his passing from this world is imminent. He knows his time is short. And so Peter wants to remind us to not only to think on these qualities, but to make them our modus operandi.  This is how we take the Gospel to the nations. Our faith is not simply given to us for our own personal assurance of salvation. It is much bigger than that. It is our life's vocation.



1:16

1:16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.



Stories are powerful. Stories are like icebergs. What we see above the surface is the characters and plot. Below the surface, that which supports the visible portion, is a behemoth of common culture and cathartic experiences. This is the weight and heft of a story, that which binds together a community spanning multiple generations. When Peter assures his readers that the apostles did not follow "cleverly devised myths," he is not replacing story with non-story, fiction with non-fiction, per say. He has told them a story as rich and textured as any myth they could wish for. The very notion of God being born of a woman, living and dying and rising again is in fact more epic in scale than many an ancient myth. All religions tell stories. The difference Peter is drawing our attention to is that the Christian's story really happened. It is the truest of all stories; it is the Story. Peter watched this epic unfold before his very eyes. He was a key supporting character. And so when Peter relates his eye-witnessed account, which is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, it has all the emotional and transformative power of a good story, a story that grips and changes the way we see the world. It is this very story that is the foundation of the City of God, a city which stands in the midst of the Earth, with gates open in every direction. It is the story of lame men walking, blind men seeing, the dead raised again to newness of life. It is the story of the rebirth of the world.



1:17-18

1:17-18 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased," we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.



Peter, James and John were eyewitnesses to the glory and majesty of Jesus Christ. As the previous verse alludes to, these three disciples beheld the Son of God as He really is, transfigured by the resplendent holiness of heaven. The Son is here glorified by the Father and the Spirit, or as Peter refers to Him, the Majestic Glory. We worship a Triune God. The Father Speaks, the Son is the Spoken Word made visible to all mankind, the Spirit is the atmosphere of glory and love that defines the Godhead. The three disciples were drawn up into this triune manifestation, as they were made eyewitnesses, and "heard this very voice borne from heaven." For they were with Him on the Holy Mountain. Every Lord's Day we too ascend the Holy Hill of our God. Hebrews confirms that we are brought to Mt Zion, the city of the Living God. Having assembled as His people, we hear His voice from the Scriptures. We see His Son broken for us, and given to us at the table. And through the glory of music and the love of the body we know the Spirit is with us. In this way we partake, as the disciples did, in the Triune majesty. Every Sunday Morning, our God speaks, as He did on the Mount of Transfiguration. We are bound up with the Son, and are His very body. And so the Father speaks the same words to us: "You are My beloved children, with whom I am well pleased."



1:19-20

1:19-20 And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation.



Jesus Christ is the King of this world. He is the very fulfillment of Psalm 2. On the Mount of Transfiguration, the Father proclaimed: You are My Son, today I have begotten you. Flanked by His Priest and His Prophet, the King was revealed, for a brief moment, in all His regal splendor. This is both the prophetic word and the interpretation Peter speaks of in these verses. And so we would do well to pay attention to this bright flame. You kings, be wise; rulers of the earth, be warned: Kiss the Son. The Light is shining in a dark place. Our hearts have been darkened by sin and rebellion. In our own shoes we don't want to kiss the Son. Our nature abhors the thought of submission. But our God asks us to do nothing that He Himself has not already done. Jesus, the King, reached His throne by the low road. His path took Him from the womb of a virgin to the womb of the earth. And when the third day dawned, the morning star rose. He had vanquished death, and so ascended to His throne victorious and mighty. But His glory is this: He is the Servant King, the King who dies for His people, the Shepherd that dies for His sheep. And so we must die, for a subject is not greater than his King. But our glory is this: Our low road leads to life. Wrapped up in the death and life of Jesus, our low road leads to the life of the world.



1:21

1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.



All of human history is an immense and intricate tapestry, each generation a thread woven behind and before another. Taking any one decade out of its context, the thread can look thin and mighty bleak. Looking at just one chapter of the Old Covenant, and not seeing its place in the entire landscape, it is easy to despair. But we must remember that God is the Author of this world, and this world is His story. He knows the end and the beginning. He knows what He wants to do and how He is going to do it. Even if we stand in the midst of great sin and wickedness and can't see the light for all the dark clouds, God remains the Author. Those familiar with the story of the Old Covenant know that what man meant for evil, God meant for Good. All of the Jewish Scriptures point to Christ; they lead us to Jesus. We can be confident that the rest of human history will do the same, for that is the picture being revealed by the successively woven generations. The prophecies spoken of by the Spirit are God's own means of foreshadow and allusion. What He speaks, will come to pass. Therefore Christ must be our lens. Through Him we read the first several millennia of history. Through Him we read all that has transpired since He took His throne. Through Him we read our hope for the future. And it is a strong hope, full of wonder and majesty.













Chapter 7



2:1

2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.



The true Christian must remain steadfast, confident in the truth that those whom Christ has purchased cannot be lost. He who has begun a good work is faithful to complete it. We who have been effectually cleansed by the blood cannot deny our Master. He will not allow it. Our salvation begins with Jesus and ends with Jesus. Those who leave the Church do so because they had showed up at the wrong family reunion. Peter, throughout this chapter, is dead set on putting false teachers in their place. They come dressed in white wool, but underneath their grey fur is showing. These men claim to be Christians. They claim to have been "bought by the Master." But their message is destructive. With wolfish intent, they tear at the foundation of the Gospel. They attack the sufficiency of the work and person of Jesus Christ, adding works to Gospel grace. It is true that good works flow out of right faith, but they do not save us in themselves. They are what we are saved for.  Throughout the ages, false teachers have sought to add works as a prerequisite of our salvation: circumcision, indulgences, even the signs and wonders movement of recent years. The Christian must believe that they are saved solely by the kindness of the Father shown to us through the Son, given to us by the Spirit. The end of the false teacher is destruction. They will fall into the pit they dug for others. Our hope remains secure. Our hope is Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God.



2:2

2:2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed.



Peter continues his condemnation of these terrorizers of the flock. In these verses he specifically draws the Christian's attention to the sensuality of the false teacher. Many editions of the original text read destruction instead of sensuality. In the end it is the same thing. It is should not surprise us that those who seek to lead the sheep of God away, do so by means of this world's wastes. They tickle the eyes and ears, but their end is death. It can be disheartening to the genuine child of God that these teachers should stand in places of prominence in the religious communities. To us it might seem unfair that the world bases their opinion of us on the lives of charlatans. But at this point we must be careful. What are we more concerned with? God's reputation, or our own? If we are truly concerned with God's own reputation we must remember that He is bigger than the world's opinion. Furthermore, we are all His characters, false teachers and all. We all exist to bring Him glory by means of the story He is telling through us. We cannot try to think higher thoughts than God or tell a better tale than He. But if it is our own reputation we are concerned with, we must repent. What the world thinks of us does not matter. We must honor God and give Him thanks, regardless of what the world thinks of us, or who it is that shapes their opinion.



2:3

2:3 And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.



Wolves eat and devour. They do not provide for others. They are eternally hungry and empty. They continually seek to draw others into their circles of influence. They attempt this with flashy words, and stories that sound true. But it is greed and exploitation, Peter says. The best lie is the one that is mostly true. The lie is always tucked away in a seemingly insignificant corner. Those who believe them convince themselves that they are doing the Lord's work. Surely He will overlook that one little lie, they say. "Lord, Lord. Did we not heal in your name? Did we not feed the poor?" Jesus words will be hard to hear. "Depart from me, workers of iniquity. I never knew you." All the good works in the world cannot pay for a lie. Only the blood of Christ can. Wolves will sound sweet. They will lay their bed spices and fine linen, like the seductress of Proverbs 7. But the steps that lead to their door, lead to death. Despite their visible affluence and tangible influence, God remains Judge. Their condemnation has not expired. Just because they prosper now does not mean they will do so for eternity. Their destruction is not sleeping. To repeat a theme, God's story is best. What He purposes to do is always for our good and for His glory. Our eyes must remain on Jesus. Steeped in His goodness and beauty, the enticements of this world will seem cheap and flimsy. Full of the high music of grace, false words ring hollow and out of tune.



2:4-5

2:4-5 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;



These are the first two 'ifs' of four that Peter puts forward to reassure us of God's competence to be God. After reading the first few sentences of this chapter, the soft hearted Christian might begin to doubt whether any will stand up to these enticements of the false teachers. Peter says things like "many will follow," they "will exploit," and they "will bring in destructive heresies." Taken at face value it might seem a little bleak. But Peter's assurance is solid. If God judged false angels, how much more will He judge false men? If God was able to save an entire human race through eight people and a big boat, how much more can He save us in our trials? We live in the presence of injustice. We see God's word blasphemed and made little of. We may even personally experience persecution and hardship on account of our faith. We may be ridiculed for being on the same team as dried up false teachers. But, again, our God knows the story He is telling. We are to live and to trust. Our God reigns from on high and will bring justice where there is none. He will bring righteousness where wickedness dwells. But in His time. That is where we must rest. But He can and will right every wrong. He exalts the humble, and brings down the proud. Therefore Christian, take hope in the child's song: My God is so great, so strong and so mighty, there's nothing my God cannot do for you.



2:6-8

2:6-8 if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard);



These are the third and fourth 'ifs' given to us to strengthen our hope in God's God-ness. God certainly knows how to judge wickedness. But He also knows when. This is the point we often forget.  We see the wicked prosper, and cry out to the Heavens, questioning whether or not God sees what we see. If He only knew what I know, we say, He would pour out fire from Heaven right now. But Jesus would tell us in that moment that we are confused about what Spirit we are of. Those who trust in Jesus must trust Him all the way to the floor. Especially the threshing floor. How long did the sin of Sodom grieve our God? How long did He weep for Gomorrah? The horrific pitch sin reached in these two cities did not happen over night. For many generations our God watched and longed to gather them into His arms. But they would not have Him. Much like Jerusalem many years later. But sin must be judged. And so the cities were destroyed. However a remnant was saved. A remnant who grieves as God grieves, weeps as He weeps. Is that our attitude when we perceive the wickedness around us? Do we mourn for the fallen? What is our posture? Of what Spirit are we? As we pray that God would judge the injustice and evil we see everyday, let us not forget to first ask our God to root out the injustice and evil in us. Judgement must begin with the household of God.



2:9-10a

2:9-10a then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority. 



Evil will be judged. In this the Christian can rest. It is the only hope we have for a better world. No amount of policy or litigation can improve our position. No posturing politicians or bumper sticker celebrities calling for world peace can change this place at all. Sin must be paid for, either on the cross or in Hell. It is the reality we must face. It is the truth that brings hope in the midst of great atrocities and holocausts. If sin were not judged then our God would not be holy, or good. Many say that there is evil in the world because God is either too weak or too evil Himself to deal with it. But these are the thoughts of small men and small minds. God is holy; He is both powerful and good. The evil we see remaining is because our God is more patient than we, as Peter shows in the next chapter. He is not willing to destroy an entire field of wheat for a handful of tares. Christian, behold the wonder of the character of God. He alone is infinitely horrified by sin. And yet He withholds judgment so that all may come to know Him better; so that He might rescue the godly from trials; so that the wicked may turn and repent. He alone is infinitely pained by man's rebellion. And yet He allows great rebellion on His Earth so that many might come to faith. Christian, behold with wonder the mercy and kindness of God.



2:10b-11

2:10b-11 Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones, whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord.



The Christian is a warrior. We are fit with the armor of the Lord for war. But we do not fight flesh and blood. Our enemies are the rulers of this present darkness and their forces. And they will fall. Their doom is sure. Jesus won the decisive battle two millennia ago. The darkness has been conquered. Its rulers have fallen. But they are not going quietly. They kick and scream. And they are strong in their demise. False teachers do not tremble as they blaspheme these mighty demons. The Angels show more wisdom in restraining to speak evil of them. Peter is pointing out that the false teachers are so full of their own importance that they do not take seriously the schemes of the Devil. In other words they are overly confident in their own prowess as leaders. The Angels, who have considerably more power than these foolish teachers, respect the seriousness of the situation, and respect the power of the enemy. At the heart of it, false teachers refuse to trust in the Lord. They refuse to lay all things at the feet of Christ. Our battles are not won by carnal means. They are won through the right worship of God. In our own strength, we cannot defeat the demons and the darkness. But we don't need to. Christ dwells with us, fights our battles for us, and through Him we prevail. We thumb our noses at Satan not because He is insignificant or weak, blasphemies false teachers would have us believe. Rather, we snub Satan because he has lost, and his throne has been taken away.



2:12-13

2:12-13 But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction, suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with you.



God knows how to judge, we have seen. He knows the who and the when. He also knows the how much. His justice is precise. He never overreacts, though our modern sensibilities may cringe at the tenor of these verses. But our God is not capricious. Every punishment fits the crime. We see the injustice practiced in the Church. We see wolves in suits and ties, fleecing their flocks. We even see these blots and blemishes joining us at the Table, at our family meal. Some see this and overreact, closing off the Table to anyone not under the particular rule of those particular elders. But this is wrong headed. Peter is giving us confidence that God is big enough to guard His own table. While we trust Him to grant us wisdom in obvious cases of discipline, we never need to go beyond His instructions. As Christians we rest knowing that false teachers will be judged, and they will be shown precise and unwavering justice. Peter is here building our confidence in this truth. But it is also a warning to us all.  Sin will be found out. Sin is, by its very nature, irrational. Sin unrepented will gnaw at your soul, and numb your ability to discern right from wrong. The more sin goes undealt with, the more men revert to their wild nature, becoming creatures of instinct, as Peter warns. But this is our hope: the Lord has given us the very desire to repent. With hearts soft toward God, the Spirit directs us to our knees. Therefore Christian rest: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



2:14-16

2:14-16 They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's madness.



Peter holds nothing back in his denouncement of these false teachers. We can readily see why, though with our modern if-you-don't-have-anything-nice-to-say mentality, we might find it a little startling. The problem with prohibiting unkind remarks, as we have done in light of our modern sensibilities, is that we have lost our ability to call sin sin. Sin has been redefined as 'alternative lifestyle', or 'progressive thinking.' Even in the church, we shy away from publicly denouncing error. Partly this comes from a desire for humility: Don't call attention to the speck in your brother's eye, before checking on the log in your own. But more than that, we have simply lost the nerve. Humility is well and good and commendable, but when the shepherd 'humbly' accepts the needs of wolves, something has gone terribly wrong. Peter has a fierce affection for his flock. This requires a fierce hatred of all who would seek to destroy his flock. One can hate without sinning. In fact, one must hate something if he loves anything. This requires much wisdom, of course; more wisdom than we ourselves have. But God in His wisdom has given His Spirit to us to direct and guide us through these troubling times. There will be false teachers among us. In a spirit of love and truth, and a in a spirit of love for the Truth, error must be taken to task. False Teachers must be shown for what they are, even if it means hurting their feelings.



2:17

2:17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved.



It is the nature of a lie to be empty. Like waterless clouds, or fruitless trees, as Jude calls them, false teachers are nothing but cheap talk. They are driven by prevailing winds and storms. This is in stark contrast to the believer that stands firmly fixed on the solid ground of the Word. False teachers drift here and there, their paths dictated by their greed and insatiable appetite. They hate truth. They promise health and wealth and prosperity, but their way leads unto the gloom of utter darkness. They promise a well full of water, but when the bucket is lowered down only empty death is brought back up. Their judgment is waiting. It has been prepared for them. Truth, on the other, hand fulfills His promises. Truth is a tree planted beside a stream, bringing forth fruit in its season. Truth brings us to a well and offers living water, quenching our thirst forever. Truth promises rain, and waters the furrows abundantly, softening the ridges with showers, and blessing its growth. It is the nature of Truth to be full, and to fill. Lies are false and hollow. They make the man who eats them hungry for more. The Christian who feeds on Truth is satisfied, finding his meal sufficient for life and the pursuit of godliness. Lies distort and make ugly. Truth adorns and makes beautiful. All lies belong to the father of lies. All truth, no matter where it is found, as Augustine said, belongs to our Lord, for He is Truth Himself.



2:18-19

2:18-19 For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who live in error. They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.



Here in a nutshell is why Jesus was so harsh with the Pharisees. Those who ought to know better, because of their training and education, are in the dangerous position of influence. Weaker Christians, who have had neither training nor education take these scholars at face value. Not having personally invested themselves in the truth, they are easily enticed by shiny lies that on the outside look true. But these false teachers promise a whitewashed life. Their path sounds like freedom, but in the end it leads to death. Jesus, stopping just short of calling down fire from Heaven, attacks the Pharisees for their loud boasts of folly. Jesus loves His people, and fights fiercely for their protection. He cannot stand idly by while the simple are lead astray. This is a two fold warning. Teachers in positions of influence must hold themselves to the highest standard they know. Is what you are saying consistent with Scripture in both form and content? Do you not only speak the truth of the text, but the spirit of the text as well? And for the ordinary Christian, in no position of broad influence, the call is to read your Bible. As Peter says, whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. If you are not regularly steeping yourself in the Word, then you are opening yourself up for the storm-driven mists of false teachers. Know your Bible. Know it front to back. Be people of the Word, for the Word Himself is our Master.



2:20-21

2:20-21 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them.




Paul makes very clear in his letter to the Romans that nothing can separate us from the saving love of God made manifest in our Lord Jesus Christ. Not even ourselves. We cannot throw away saving faith. Once saved from the waters of death, we cannot jump ship. But what is Peter saying here? Remember the Pharisees? No one knew the Scriptures better. But they failed to see what the Word was pointing to. False teachers remain just that: False. They have a knowledge of Jesus. On the outside they have conformed to standards and practices of holiness. But there is no inward repentance. There is no real change of heart. They are whitewashed tombs. They may have escaped the defilements of the world. Their lives may even look from the outside like models of devotion and piety. But there is no life within. It is to their destruction. To have flirted with the things of the Gospel, to flirt with life itself, while despising its potency, is worse than never having known the way of righteousness in the first place. There remain two types of people in the world: those who trust in Jesus, and those who don't. This is true regardless of outward profession and association. There are none who, having been grafted into the tree of life by God Himself, can cut themselves off. If they fall away, they prove to have never been truly connected to Christ. They had attached themselves to the tree by the scotch tape of their own good works.



2:22

2:22 What the true proverb says has happened to them: "The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire."



Contrary to many interpretations, this verse actually confirms the doctrines of a Christians assurance and perseverance of faith. Those who say that Christians can lose their salvation, and use these verses to support that claim, are not reading Peter aright. As the proverb goes, the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire. We were once unclean animals, both by nature and by works. A sow who washes herself, remains a sow. And sows do what sows do. They wallow in the mire. But the grace of God shone on us and by the saving power of the Spirit, we were transferred from the pigsty of darkness to the kingdom of everlasting light. Not only were we transferred, we were also transformed from sows to children. We were given a new heart, a new life, and a new name. Sows return to the mire. But children at the end of the day, cant. We stick our feet in it from time to time, but our new hearts must repent or they will burst. It is at the heart of our new nature to love the things God loves. We love holiness. We cannot return to our old way of life. Scripture is abundantly clear. The child of God cannot continue to walk in sin, and remain unrepentant. A sow returning to the mire is simply proving that she remains a sow. She is now true child of the Lord. The washing she herself performed was not effectual for true transformation. The sow requires a deeper bath.













Chapter 8



3:1

3:1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,



Peter wants those reading this letter to recall the first one he wrote. The theme of that letter was straightforward: As Christians we will suffer in this life, and we do so in the footsteps of Jesus; therefore, commit your way to Him and submit to the story our God is telling. In this second letter, Peter is laying out in no uncertain terms the fact that their will be false teachers among us. There will be those who doubt and decry what we say with both our mouths and with our lives. His encouragement is the same here as it was before: Keep the way. Live like Christians. Do not let those who revile you distract you from your purpose or from your worship. They too are part of God's story. Their end is prepared for them. But you, beloved, hold fast to what you know to be true. Peter appeals to our sincere mind. Even this is the gift of the Father. But it comes from a steadfast heart, and a love for the Word. As we saw throughout the first letter, these qualities are the result of suffering well, and suffering with hope. As James says, the testing of our faith produces steadfastness, for we are forced to rely on either our own strength, or on the strong arm of the Lord. Those who rely on the former waste away, for we have no strength to speak of. But those who wait on the Lord shall not be put to shame. Therefore Christian, let your heart take courage.



3:2-3

3:2-3 that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires.



Either God is Truth, or He is not. If He is a liar, then all is lost. But He is Truth Himself, and so all He says is true. The words He speaks bear witness to His divinity. The Word Himself is the first witness. The Spirit too bears witness to the Truth of God. All the law and the prophets point to the faithfulness of this God to us, His children. And so when scoffers come, we are not surprised, for He said they would. Furthermore they prove that we are in the "last days." Whether this applies to the last days of the Jewish eon, which ended in 70 AD, or if it has a broader meaning, including our own time, the point remains. The Last Days, either period, began at Pentecost, when Peter invoked the passage from Joel to explain the strange events of that first of all Sunday Mornings. So far from giving substance to the doubts they raise, scoffers further prove the truth of God's Word. In this way they are acting as dutiful servants of their master, who is well practiced in the art of playing into God's hand. All that Satan ever does to destroy the work of God, ends by furthering God's Gospel of grace. And so Christians can take heart. The scoffing and reviling we see around us do little to actually upset the forward momentum of the good news. On the last page, if not before, they will be revealed as the fools they are.



3:4

3:4 They will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation."



Whether you believe that the coming of Jesus spoken of here refers to 70AD or to the end of the world, Peter's encouragement is balm for us all. "What encouragement?" you might ask. It lies beneath the text and in the overall tone of this section. Peter almost dismissively acknowledges the doubts these scoffers will raise. He points to their cooked up questions, as shown by the next verse, and puts our own doubts to rest. Jesus has come in power. He has come on the clouds of Heaven, before the Ancient of Days. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 70AD indeed marked the end of an era, an era of God meeting His people through smoke and veil. The curtain has been torn in two, and the grave lies abandoned. A new age has dawned. These are the last days that Joel spoke of, the time when the Spirit of God is being poured out on all flesh. This work He began 2000 years ago on that first Sunday Morning. This work He continues to do. The Lord sits at the right hand of Majesty, and is making all His enemies a footstool. The scoffers were in for a rude awakening. Their system, their world was crumbling around them. As Paul says: Had they known what they were doing, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory.



3:5-6

3:5-6 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished.





Creation does not simply move through history untouched by outside forces. History is the narrative God has shaped, the story which He Himself has authored. Remarkably, it is also a story in which He Himself has entered as a Character. And this is the thrust of Peter's argument: God Himself has 'intruded' into our creaturely existence countless times. The entire body of the Scriptures is the story of God revealing Himself to the world through His people. And now He has revealed Himself to the world through His own Son, born in human flesh. All things have not continued as they were from the beginning of creation. The scoffers of Peter's day "deliberately overlook" this fact. From their desire to live life as they want, a blindness to the way the world works is born. To the eye that is not clouded by a rebellious and unrepentant heart, God's eternal power and divine nature has been clearly seen since the creation of the world. And so you ask, O Scoffers, Where is the promise of His coming? I tell you it is already here. Indeed, He has already come. He has come as a servant, born of a woman, born to die for the sins of His people. He has come on the clouds of heaven, ascending before the Ancient of Days and has taken His throne. And He will come again to right every wrong, to bring justice to the oppressed, to make His blessings flow, far as the curse is found.



3:7

3:7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.



By the Word of God, the waters below and the waters above met in one diluvial outpouring of wrath on the nations of men. Noah alone found favor. Through him, God began again the work of earth's cultivation. Generations later, the Lord raised up a nation from the dust of Egypt, and gave them a promised land. They were to be God's priests to the nations, and to bring the nations into humble service to God. This was the real work of cultivation: to reap a harvest of peoples who honored God as God, and gave Him thanks. But in this task they failed. Their hearts resembled the stones they worshiped. And so God, in His kindness, sent His only Son into the world, so that through Him, the nations might be saved. He fulfilled all that Israel was given to do. He became the Priest fit to bring the world salvation. And so Jerusalem was destroyed, in fire and in judgment for their wickedness, for denying the God who formed them from the dust. But a new day has dawned. Jesus stands at the center of History drawing all men to Himself. He has ascended to the right hand of power. When He comes again, He will come with a winnowing fork in His hand. He will gather the wheat into the barn. The rest will be given over to the fire kept for the day of judgment. Indeed, the heavens and the earth will find their grave. But their King will lead them out again in glory, for He knows the way.



3:8

3:8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.



The Creator stands outside of time. Time itself is our fellow creature. The lords of the Heavens obediently follow the steps of their dance, and give us our days and seasons. While we live out our days on Earth, we remain ever fixed in the quiet progress of this slow sarabande. But our God does not. To Him, all times are present, all times are now. He sees the entire History of the world as we see a book on our shelf: bound and complete. With a book we have the freedom to rest on page 45 as long as we wish, or to flip through the third act quickly in order to read the conclusion. So it is with God and time. How can we take comfort in this? To the Christian who fears the past and the future, know this: Your God knows the end from the beginning. He knows what He has done, and what He plans to do with it, for in His All-Encompassing Mind, it is already finished. Therefore, you future is secure. Your past belongs to Him, and your future rests in the hands of a God who loves you, and has your good in mind at all times. To the Christian who fears the moment: Your God is with you, and brings all of His infinite power to bear on this very moment in time. With everlasting care and infinite hope, He descends upon this moment and surrounds you with love. Therefore Christian, is anything to great for our God? Is anything too small?



3:9

3:9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.



In this verse we find the heart of the Gospel. Some think that God is simply out to destroy everyone and everything. We perhaps equate Him with the bloodthirsty gods of the heathen nations. But that view simply does not line up with human history, let alone His own Word. Even the briefest of reflections would reveal that we are far less patient than this God. Our feathers are ruffled by the pettiest of things. But behold the patience of God: Jesus Christ living as man among men. Behold God Himself, the eyes of whom Habakkuk says are too pure to even look upon evil. This God took on flesh and dwelt among us. The sinless living amongst sin for 33 years. The guiltless stood in the courtroom and said, "Guilty" in our place. Our God went to the grave for us. We were a hill worth dying on. Human history bears this out. Where we see a delay of our sense of justice, God sees the long road to redemption. Where we see a lack of retribution, God sees an opportunity for repentance. Be not mistaken, God will bring ultimate justice to the wicked. Every wrong will be made right. All enemies will be destroyed. But God's primary means for an enemies destruction is the cross and the grave. All who fall upon this cross will be raised up to new life. Enemies of Life turned into children of promise. This is our own story. Can we begrudge God if He wants to tell the story again? And again?



3:10

3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.



Again, a twofold story is being told. Very soon, in the lives of the original readers, all hell was to break loose. Jerusalem was destined to be destroyed. That age passed away with a roar, and all that the Jewish nation held dear was burned up and dissolved, and all their wickedness was exposed. But that is just a microcosm of what is to come. The day of Renewal is what all of creation groans for. On that day, the Heavens and the Earth will enter their long awaited grave, and die. But they do not enter the grave to remain there. They enter with a wide and knowing grin. For they know what their Creator has said. "Behold, I make all things new." That doesn't just refer to spiritual realities. We are not destined for an ethereal existence. All things will be made new. He has begun that work in the hearts of His people, as we spread the good news of grace throughout the nations of men. But all things will be made new. In that day the Heaven and Earth itself will pass through the refiners fire. A purified world will emerge. This is what we are being prepared for. We are material creatures with a material Savior. Our bodies will become more solid, more permanent in the Resurrection. And so a more solid, more permanent Earth must be made ready. This is the hope we share with all of creation, groaning as we are under the weight of the fall. Behold He will come, and when He does, real and lasting life will begin.



3:11-12

3:11-12 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!



The author of Hebrews reminds us that the world will be shaken, so that what cannot be shaken will remain. The unshakable is the kingdom of Heaven, which we have been given. Therefore, the author says, Worship God with reverence and awe, for He is a consuming fire. It is Peter's message here as well. It might be tempting for some to think that if everything is going to hell in a hand basket anyway, why not live it up while we can? If all that matters is my soul, then who cares what I do with my body? When read in a book, it is easy to see the foolishness of this type of thinking. Obviously we know that our soul and body cannot be separated so easily. Furthermore we know that our bodies will be raised to new life, and so our bodies are a gift that remains throughout eternity. For this reason Peter exhorts his readers to live lives of holiness. Their world is about to come crashing down on them. As we have seen, Jerusalem is about to fall. Their lives bear witness to the steadfastness of God's purposes for His people. In our day, as economies collapse, and world powers shift, our worship of God, performed with reverence and awe, bears witness to the Him who holds all things together. We are members of a new humanity, a new race. Our citizenship is in Heaven, and so we do not mourn for the things of this world. Indeed, we long for the renewal of all things.



3:13

3:13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.



This physical world is fallen. Our father, and we with him, disobeyed and brought death into a perfect world. We continue to live in his legacy. But the renewal of all things is at hand. It has been the intention of God since the beginning of time to create for Himself a people formed from the dust of the earth. In Jesus, we are remade from the dust of a New Earth, not yet fully realized. Our home is a world in which righteousness dwells, where all tears are dried, the air of which sin cannot breath. As we fell with Adam at the first tree, so we have died with Jesus at the second. As we followed Adam into the grave of sin, so our sin has been brought into the grave of Jesus. Bound up in the life and death of this God, we have also been raised with Him to New Life. This world, too, longs to see the light of the new day. It is what we are waiting for. It is what our lives of holiness and obedience point to. We trust in the faithfulness of God. We trust that He keeps His promise. He has promised to conquer death once and for all. He struck the fatal blow on Calvary. He will bury His foe at the end of all things. At that time He will usher in the everlasting Life, the undying world, remade for us.



3:14

3:14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.



The hour of Christ's return is as unknown to us as the fall of Jerusalem was to Peter's first readers. But the call is the same. Live lives free of spots and blemishes, and at peace. We have seen that lives of holiness bear witness to the God of our Salvation. As Christians we proclaim Christ with the very texture of our life. Everything we do speaks to our faith in the Gospel of Jesus. That can be both encouraging and convicting. Let it be both, and may that truth drive us on in pursuit of godliness. The main thrust of this verse though comes at the end. As Christians we are to live lives of peace, and to live in such a way under the looming threat of fire. To be at peace under the threat of tranquility and ease is not very difficult. It is when the barometer drops, and the storms of this fallen existence move in that peace is difficult. But it was before the impending collapse of their world that the Jews were called to be at peace. How? This world will be shaken. It will collapse under the weight of its own decay. As Christians we are not surprised. In fact we rejoice, for we know that it will be remade. And that is the source of our peace. Peace that is beyond comprehension. Knowing the final chapter of the story, we can read up to the end with confidence, knowing that whatever happens, our God is weaving it together for our good.



3:15-16

3:15-16 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.



We are indebted to the patience of God. He waits. He shows mercy upon mercy. He is slow to anger. He models for us His command to forgive seventy times seven. We drag His name through the mud, and still He pours out His kindness upon us. At times it seems, He loves us more than He loves His own good reputation. We defile His creation, and yet, He still sends His Son to die the death that we deserve. This is the narrative of Scripture. This is the theme He weaves throughout all the books, regardless of the author. It is the Spirit's song, which different melodies and different genres throughout Scripture sing for all the world to hear. At times the music can be difficult to understand. Partly because we do not like the music of holiness. Partly because we cannot wrap finite brains around an infinite God. And so the ignorant and unstable twist the song to their own destruction. They do not like where the melody goes, and so they turn it into something more palatable to their fallen tastes. But we do not listen to the Gospel of Jesus because it is pleasant to the ears. We listen to it, for there we find life. The more we listen to this Life, the more beautiful the music sounds, even the difficult parts, even the parts that made us squirm before. But we need new ears and new hearts. And here is the Gospel in miniature: our patient God gives us the heart to love Him, and ears to love His song.



3:17

3:17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability.



God has interpreted the ages for us. He has shown us what is to be. He has told us so that we might remain fixed in our faith, confident in the faithfulness of our Lord. Those who refuse to believe in the Gospel are doomed to a life of unrest. They see all things fall, as all things must, and have no anchor for their soul's stability. The unbelieving heart will attempt to fix their hope on earthbound treasures. But all things on earth suffer the effects of gravity. And so their soul is thrown into chaos and confusion. Into this void the light of the Gospel shines. God's truth, which is fixed outside of creation, stands as a lighthouse in the fog of unbelief. This is our testimony. This is our vocation. In a storm, people without shelter look to those who are firmly planted and secure.  They look for houses of safety and peace, where the chaos has no place, where the storm cannot enter. We are those houses. We are those places of shelter. We may be just as wet, but our hope is not shaken by the storm. We know the One who speaks and the waves fall quiet, whispers, and the winds lay still. We know the One who makes mountains out of breath, oceans out of words, flesh out of stone. We know His name. We know His Son's name. We have been given the Spirit of love that they share. Therefore Christian, rest in the storm. Your God keeps you on solid ground.



3:18

3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.



We return to the opening theme of this second letter. May grace and peace be multiplied to you through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Peter's final exhortation is to know the Gospel and to grow in that knowledge. Again, knowledge itself has no power to save. But it is the basis for all peace in this world. The student who studies and increases in knowledge will be better equipped on the day of examination. Every trial, every hardship we endure is an examination of our faith. Are we well equipped? Do we know what our Lord has given to us? Do we meditate on the law of the Lord day and night? If so, we will be as a tree planted by streams of water. Our roots will go deep, and our limbs will grow strong. We will weather fierce storms and high winds. Our leaf will not whither, and we will bear fruit in its season. It is this last point which can be difficult to grasp. But all things come in their season. The apple must start as nothing more than a cold nub on the bare branch of a wintered tree. But even there, even in the cold of winter, we see the promise of spring. The tree firmly planted, never forgets that spring always comes. After mourning, joy. After pain, healing. After death, life. This is the way of our God. And it is good. To Him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
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